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THE WEST INDIES. 


ne the period that Lord Stanley was colonial minister, but 
few papers relative to the West Indies were presented to Parlia- 
ment. It was therefore impossible to form a correct judgment, 
from official documents, of the working of the free system which 


had been established ; or to discover the true grounds on which the 


noble lord acted in reference to the great questions of immigration 
and taxation, which have so much excited the minds and pressed 
upon the resources of the colonists. 

In consequence of the indisposition manifested by Lord Stanley 
to lay the usual papers before parliament, Mr. Hawes, during the 
last session, moved for sundry papers, and we are gratified in being 
able to report that a selection from the later despatches of the 
respective governors of the colonies, and from the reports of the 
stipendiary magistrates, has been printed for the use of the house 
of commons and of the public. 

We must, however, express our regret that a larger amount of 
information has not been given, and that we are, consequently, 
unable to present a full view of the actual state of the colonies to 
our readers, from the returns before us. 

In the present article we shall confine our attention to Jamaica, 
and reserve the other colonies for a future number. 


JAMAICA. 


The communications of Lord Elgin to the colonial office are, 
with the exception ef an extract from one of his speeches, delivered 
on the prorogation of the general assembly at the close of 1844, 
merely introductory to the reports of the stipendiary magistrates. 
Before, however, we call attention to these reports, we must give 
a short paragraph from the speech referred to, in which the noble 
lord indicates the causes which had impeded its prosperity since the 
period of complete emancipation, and expresses his hopes for the 
future. 

‘* For a series of years,’’ says his lordship, ‘‘the difficulties attendant on 
a change in our social system have been aggravated by unfavourable 
geasons. The influx of capital into the colony has been checked, and the 
inhabitants have failed to reap the full benefit of the improvements lately 
introduced in the cultivation and manufacture of our staples ;’’ and adds, 
‘‘Present appearances warrant the expectation that the labours of the 
agriculturists are at length about to be rewarded with a more abundant 
return ; and I earnestly hope, that while we unite in gratitude to Provi- 
dence for the blessings vouchsafed to us, all classes of the community 
will cordially and harmoniously co-operate in turning them to account.’’ 

The reports of the stipendiary magistrates are not constructed 
upon the same principle. Each of these functionaries appears to 
be at liberty to give or to withhold such information as he may 
possess, or can obtain. Hence it follows, that whilst the commu- 
nications of some are tolerably full, others are extremely meagre of 
details; and, therefore, we cannot draw a single perfectly satis- 
factory conclusion as to the actual state of Jamaica. 

On a most important subject, the supply and price of labour, 
we make the following extracts:—Parish of Port Royal— 
“¢ Wages have fallen of late, the negroes are disposed to take less 
than demanded some months ago. In picking coffee when it first 
comes in they get ls. 6d. per bushel; as it ripens and becomes 
more abundant, they get 1s. per bushel; and when the heavy 
picking arrives, it is reduced to 9d., which is the lowest sum they 
are paid. When employed in day labour, they receive 1s.; hitherto 
it has been Is. 6d. Masons’ and carpenters’ wages continue as 
before ; they earn from 2s, to 2s. Gd. per day, and first-rate hands 


Ss. Sawyers are paid £9, 12s. per 1,000 feet for hard wood, 


and £7. 4s, for cedar. Parish of St. James—“ Wages may 
be said to be somewhat lower than they were last year; but they 





vary, of course, in the different districts of the parish.’’ Parish of 
St. Elizabeth.—‘ Labour has been easily obtained, and at much 
cheaper rates than at any previous period since freedom ; and there 
is every reason to expect that on the sugar estates average crops 
will be made at much lower rates than heretofore.” Parish of 
St. James—*‘ In a communication I have recently had from one 
of the most respectable and intelligent proprietors in this parish, 
he informs me that the rate of wages has been lowered since the 
ist of August, and the supply of labour is sufficient. The general 
rate of wages may be stated as averaging a little more than Is. per 
day, the former state of wages, as reported in other returns, being 
1s. 4d. a day.” Parish of Manchester.—‘* There has been, gene- 
rally, a reduction in the price of labour; for instance, the fruit is 
picked and brought from tie field to the barbacues for 9d. per 
bushel instead of 1s., the price hitherto paid. There is a super- 
abundance of labour. I mean by superabundance, more than 
enough to meet the means of the holders of plantations.” Parish 
of St. Ann.—‘ The people are industrious when they are fairly 
paid, and when their services are required, and when not engaged 
in the cultivation of their own fields. The rate of labour may be 
considered as established at 1s. per day, for effective hands; job 
and task-work, however, prevail on most estates; and where any- 
thing like a wise and judicious system is pursued in the management 
of the estates, things generally go on satisfactorily between all the 
parties concerned.” From the other parishes in Jamaica we have 
no returns on this point; there is, however, a very satisfactory 
account given by the stipendiary magistrate of the Parsih of St. 
David, as to the working of the ‘ Métairie system,’’ where it has 
been tried. It is as follows :— 

‘‘The ‘ Métairie’ system is likely to saiediah on Windsor Castle 
Estate ; the manager, Mr. John M’Lean, states, ‘‘ this system is con- 
tinuing in the most satisfactory and flourishing manner, the canes are in 
the highest state of cultivation, and although much retarded by the 
continued drought at the beginning of the year, still promise to yield an 
abundant crop. There are sixty-five acres of plants established, which 
will be fit to manufacture the first week in February next, and are 
estimated to produce one hundred hogsheads of sugar; the contractors 
are so satisfied with the result of their steady exertions, that they have 
engaged all the available cane land on the estate; they express their 
determination not to lose a single plant from the canes when cutting, and 
as they are already preparing the land, he expects they will have in 
one hundred and fifty acres for the crop after this. The manager further 
states, he is in correspondence with the proprietor on the subject of placing 
the coffee fields'on the same system, and only waits his sanction to carry 
it into effect, as the people are quite eager to enter into the arrangement. 
These people deserve great praise for their steady and industrious 
habits.”’ 

In reference to the general conduct of the emancipated negros 
the magistrates, with one exception, report that they are ‘‘conduct- 
ing themselves with great propriety ;” that ‘‘ there is certainly a 
moral improvement in the labouring class,”’ that in most districts 
crime is decreasing ; and that the convictions are chiefly for petty 
offences. 

The desire to possess freeholds is unabated. The negros still 
continue ‘‘ to purchase small pieces of land,” and to reside on their 
little properties. It is believed, however, that “eventually these 
small freeholders will be conducive to the supply of labor.” The 
internal commerce of the country is increasing. 

During the late drought in Jamaica, labour was so superabun- 
dant, that in the parish of Vere able labourers employed in héeing 
and cleaning canes could be had at three pence per day, During 
that period the poorer classes suffered much, — 

So much for the official report on this point, We edd a few 
additione] particulars from an independent source :— 

“The exports of the present year” (1846), says ‘Mx. George 
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Smith, a practical planter in Jamaica, in his admirable pamphlet 
on ‘Capital or Immigration,’ “have been about 50,000 tons of 
sugar. It is indisputable, that there is in the country sufficient 
labour to grow and manufacture that quautity of sugar; or, accord- 
ing to the old calculation, that there has been labour enough to 
cultivate 50,000 acres of land, to manufacture 50,000 tons of sugar, 
and to maintain and keep up 600 manufactories and more.” 
“‘ That labour,” he adds, “is available and is working,” and 
might be made to produce “‘ double the exports (say 100,000 tons) 
without any material novel improvements, but with the occasional 
adoption of means well known to produce the desired results.” 
Under the present system of cultivation, Mr. Price asserts there is 
a?great waste of human labour, a great want of economical man- 
agement, and great need of capital. Labourers are now employed 
in doing the work of the plough and of cattle. ‘Is the plough,” 
Mrz. Price asks, ‘ universally in use where the land will allow it? 
Certainly not ; and why not? Because the proprietor cannot, or 
will not, purchase cattle, but is willing to give you as many immi- 
grants as you please at the public expense, Who has not heard 
the manager of an estate say, that he could not plough because he had 
not cattle enough, but that he should open the land with the hoe? Is 
it a want of capital or of labour that prevents his opening his land 
much more efficiently with a plough with six hands and at twelve 
shillings per acre, at the most, or that permits of his employing 
thirty or forty days’ labour, and spending sixty-four shillings per 
acre?’”’? And what is true of this particular branch of agriculture 
is not less so of other departments of labour ; the hands and the 
heads of negroes are made to do the work of cattle, the consequence 
is inefficiency and great increase of expense in the production of 
sugar, both of which might be remedied by the horse-hoe, and the 
light plough, and such other mechanical contrivances as common 
sense cannot fail to suggest. But not only, to use the words of 
Mr. Price, is there ‘‘a profligate waste of labour” in Jamaica, but 
utter want of economy in management. After stating ‘‘the cattle 
of a sugar estate to be its great moving power,” he observes, ‘ they 
are generally ill-fed, seldom drafted to the pen-keeper at a proper 
age, and are frequently allowed to die in the yoke.” From the 
want of common care and attention on the part of the overseers or 
managers, ‘“‘ we have,” says Mr. Price, “seen them put to work 
on sugar estates, and perish one after the other! We have known 
the mills stopped, and the cane carts and their drivers lying idle, 
aad the best season for making sugar steal rapidly away, for the 
want of cattle to carry them to the mill, and the sugar to the wharf, 
at the same time. We have seen meagre and inefficient cattle keep 
the sugar wagons and their drivers three days on the road, when 
ene only was necessary. We have known supplies wanted on the 
estates lying at the wharf; the steam engine stopped for want of 
coals ; the buildings neglected from inability to carry materials to 
repair them; the still-house out of fuel; the boiling-house fires 
unaided by dry fuel when the trash was damp; the fences neg- 
lected; valuable manure lost and uncollected; and the usual 
decrease of the cattle doubled or trebled! Can any one believe 
that there is not here a vast waste of the labour demanded by 
estates when these, or even a few of these things, occur? A waste 
of money, and a great unhinging of the whole estate, and a lavish 
waste of the labour employed about these cattle. As far as our 
observation goes,” he adds, “we say that there are few estates 
where most of these evils do not exist ; that the cattle are generally 
inefficient from want of money to purchase them when wanted, and 
to feed them properly.” What a picture have we here of Jamaica 
plantership and mismanagement! Well may Mr. Price say, 
“ Proprietors and others in England can scarcely understand this, 
and will scarcely enter into the full truth of the assertion.” And yet 
this witness is trae. In further illustration of his views, Mr. 
Price asserts, that “‘five or six times more manual, labour, and 


twenty-five times more animal labour than is necessary” is devoted | 
to the conveyance of canes to the mills; that the mills are in so | 
defective a state that there is a loss of from ten to fifteea per cent. 
of the produce in manufacture ; that the boiling houses are generally 


in the same state, “as they were in slavery time;” that there is 
Pah sd eyam pan among 600 boiling houses ; that the trash is 
“a grietfrom the mill on negros’ heads, “because there is a 
our ;” that the buildings are allowed to go out of 
ware; that the steam engines in the colony 
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an opinion, and we repeat it, that what immigration cannot effect, 
capital can, and that without the addition of a single labourer, a 

judicious expenditure of capital, and the observance of a common 
sense system of agriculture, the experts would equal, in five years 
from the present time, the largest amount of produce ever exported 
from Jamaica in one year.” Mr. Price is entitled to be heard on 
these points. He is a resident and a successful planter in Jamaica. 
He has shown what can be done on his own estate; and no one 
has yet beer found hardy enough to question his statements. The 
negros have been blamed; Mr. Price shows unjustly blamed, and, 
broadly hints at some of the causes which have led them to seek 
refuge in their own freeholds from the tyranny and injustice of their 
masters. He thus states the case: ‘‘ We do not say that the ex- 
action of sometimes a doubled, trebled, nay quedrupled rent from a 
labourer, who did not conduct himself as we liked (we know this 
to have taken place) ; that the taking away the doors, windows, 
&e., of a house, and uprooting of his garden produce, (we vouch 
for this also); that the paying of the labourers for their services 
with extreme irregularity—that sometimes not paying them at all— 
and that the occasional settlement of a long deferred account by 
making the labourer “‘ take it out’ in beef, salt fish, and clothing 
would warrant the impropriety of the labourers leaving the estates 


to go to ruin; but we will admit that half the labouring population © 


has ceased to work for the sugar estates, and that, therefore, the 
deficiency must be supplied; but we cannot admit that the public 
can be called on now to supply the place of those labourers with 
cheap foreign labour.” Like a wise man, he recommends that now 
the power of the whip is gone, and the labourers cannot be coerced 
to work night and day, as in past times, the power of machinery 
should be tried—that the plough, the horse-hoe, the light tram- 
road, &c., should be used, and that it requires no prophet to 
predict the greatness of its success. 

But as it is a common practice for certain planters of the old 
school to throw all the blame of short crops on the negros, and to 
represent them as rapacious in their demands for wages, and 
indolent in their habits, it is with sincere pleasure we quote a 
passage from the speech of Mr. Smith, a native of Jamaica, and the 
originator of the rail-road which has been recently opened in that 
colony, in their defence. In the presence of the governor, the 
speaker of the House of Assembly, the Vice-chancellor, and a large 
body of the members of the legislature and planters, he said :— 
‘‘ Look at our workshops, filled with tools such as were never seen 
in Jamaica. Look at the crowds of native youths brought to us to 
be indented apprentices, and whom a few years will produce to you 
as skilled engineering artizans ; and, above all, let me call to your 
particular notice the triumphant refutation which these works 


furnish to the assertion that the enfranchised negro will not work . 


for wages. Gentlemen, this is a subject on which I could be 
eloquent. We never have known what it is to want willing and 
continuous labor. We have had constantly at work 500 people, not 
confined to any particular class, (cheers) but we have had 
mechanics and even small freeholders from St. Dorothy, working 
side by side with men who were before the constant inhabitants of 
the workhouse. (loud cheers.) I have put tools into their hands, 
and they have learnt in a few days to use them with the ablest. 
These 500 freemen have done the work of 1500 slaves! (loud 


cheering.) These are the means we would use to increasethe labor of - 


the country; this is our doctrine of economical immigration’ 
Mr. Smith perfectly agrees with Mr. Price, that capital and 
machinery are the only things wanting to make Jamaica prosper- 
ous. Another gentleman connected with the works, on the same 
occasion, in terminating his speech, said, “‘ he could not conclude 
without bearing testimony what ‘ noble fellows’ the negros were. 
Yes, treat them fairly, honourably, equitably and no body of men 
can be found more reasonable, orderly, and industrious than they. 





MEMORIAL TO THE RIGHT HONORABLE 
WILLIAM EWART GLADSTONE, &e. &c. 


Sir,—The committee of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery 


Society avail themselves of the occasion presented by your accession — 


te the high office of colonial minister, to draw your attention to 


certain points of great practical importance im connexion with its - 
administration; and respectfully to submit to your consideration © 


the views which they entertain thereon: those points are West 


India legislation, the stipendiary magistracy, and colonial 
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First :——With respect to 1” st India legislation. The committee 
have to remsrk that whilst t.» are of opinion that in some of the 
colonies, as in Antigua especially, the laws regulating the relationg 
between maters and servants require revision to bring them into 
harmony wita the Royal Order in Council relating to contracts en- 
acted in 1838; they have to express their regret that in other 
colonies, as in Trinidad and British Guiana, attempts should have 
been made, and they fear with some degree of success, to alter that 
law in favour of the masters. The committee conceive it to be of 
immense importance that no law should be permitted to exist in 
any of the British colonies on this subject which should give un- 
principled or self-interested men the power of imposing upon the 
ignorant or unwary ; and that every guarantee, compatible with 
fairness and impartiality to all parties concerned, should be insisted 
upon by her majesty’s government in the enactment of laws ; 
that the labourers whether native or immigrant, should be protected 
from fraud in their contracts ; and enjoy the full right of selecting 
their employments and employers, without let or hindrance on the 
part of the authorities. But this they conld not do were it per- 
mitted that contracts might be made either in or out of the colonies 
for a longer period than twelve months, as set forth in the Order in 
council referred to. In relation to vagrant laws the committee 
also regret to perceive a disposition on the part of the predominant 
portion of the colonists to make them more stringent than her 
majesiy’s government thought either desirable or necessary when 
the final abolition of Slavery took place in the colonies. To add 
to the rigour of the Order of Council of 1838, relating to vagrancy 
would in their opinion be to trench on the just liberty of the emanci- 
pated classes, and to place them within the power of their former 
masters. The committee therefore trust that her majesty’s 
government will steadily resist every attemp: of this kind. __ 

Having set forth their opinions on certain laws enacted in Trinidad 
and British Guiana addressed to the right honourable Lord Stanley, 
when in office, they beg to forward copies of the same for your 
information. 

On the subject of laws generally, the committee would venture 
to suggest the desirableness of having one code for all the colonies, 
and to allow of no special legislation but such as is perfectly 
unavoidable. The veto which her majesty possesses might be 
constitutionally used for the accomplishment of this desirable 
purpose. At present it is hardly possible to know the precise state 
of the law in any of the colonies, or to speak with certainty 
upon many points relating to them. 

The committee have not thought it necessary to notice in 
detail the character of the police and appeal laws of the colo- 
nies, because of their intimate connexion with those of contract and 
vagrancy, and the necessity you, sir, will feel of considering them 
together, in order to obtain a just view of the relations which at 
present obtain between masters and servants: neither have the 
committee directed your particular attention to the laws relating 
to the public taxes, not because they undervalue their importance, 
but because they form a new and important feature in colonial 
legislation, and present too many points of importance to be dwelt 
on in the present communication. A comparison, however, of the 
tariffs which existed before emancipation and those last enacted, 
will show the enormous burdens now thrown upon the shoulders of 
the labouring classes. These burdens are felt to be the more galling, 
inasmuch as a large part of them is intended for the exclusive 
benefit of those who possess the legislative power, and who do not 
in any way represent their interests or their wishes. Thecommittee 
trust the government will control this injustice, and by an equitable 
distribution of the public taxes, raised for the due administration of 
the civil affairs of the several bs remove a great and cry- 
ing evil. 


Secondly: — With respect to the stipendiary samenni the 
committee rezret to find that an effort is being made in some of the 
colonies to restrict their power and jurisdiction in cases between 
masters and servants. Although the committee have had to com- 
plain frequently of the acts of the members of that body, yet, 
considering the principle on which they were appointed to be sound, 
and feeling the absolute necessity of having a body of independent 
functionaries in the colonies amenable to the crown only for the 
right discharge of their duties, the committee would earnestly 
hope that nothing will be allowed to curtail their powers and super- 
sede them in their office. The committee are satisfied that from 
among the colonists engaged in agriculture and commerce, men 


cannot be found who might be safely entrusted with the edminie- | 





tration of the laws in cases where their interests or their prejudices 


eome into conflict with their duty, 


Thirdly ‘With respect to colonial immigration, On this point 
the committee see no reason to alter the jadgment they have formed 
and expressed in their various memorials they have forwarded to 
her majesty’s government. They are satisfied, and events are 
rapidly confirming the soundness of their opinion, that any species 
of immigration which is not wholly free on the part of the labourer, 


and the expenses of which are not borne either by the immigrants _ 


themselves or by those who need their services, is altogether 


wrong 
in principle; and when they add to this the character of the immi- _ 


gration which has already taken place into Mauritius, Guiana, 
Trinidad and Jamaica, and the deplorable evils which have resulted 
therefrom, they venture to say that it is not only wrong in principle, 
but unwise in policy ; and that the sooner it is brought to a termina~ 
tion, the better it will be for the honour of the government, and the 
general welfare and prosperity of the colonies. 


In conclusion, sir, I am requested to add, that the committee will - 


feel honoured in being permitted to pay their respects to you on 
your entrance on the duties of your high office, and of laying 
before you those further considerations which press upon their 
minds on the questions referred to, and on which they have long 
felt the deepest interest. I have, therefore, sir, to solicit on behalf 
of the committee the honour of an interview with you whenever it 
may suit your convenience to receive a deputation. 

I have the honour to be, sir, on behalf of the committee, 

Your most obedient servant, 
(Signed, ) Joun Sconzez, Secretary. 
Anti-Slavery Office, 27, New | road-street. 
Feb. 6th, 1846. 





LEGISLATION IN TRINIDAD. 


EXTRACTS FROM MEMORIALS PRESENTED TO LorD STANLEY, 
REFERRED TO IN THE LETTER TO Mra. GLapsrong. 


“The following enactments have a close connexion with and 
dependance upon each other, and are regarded not only with alarm 
by the committee, but with extreme repugnance, by their winand 
in Trinidad. 

‘‘I1st.—The Immigration Loan Ordinance. This important measure 
was passed on the 9th of December last. It was brought in, and 
carried through all its stages, at a single sitting of the council, the 


standing rules having been suspended that it might be read a third” 
time and passed. Yet, by this ordinance, » sum of £250,000 isto ~ 
be raised, in the money market, and repaid with the interest accruing’ © 
thereon, in a period of twenty-five years, out of a produce tax; ~ 


without giving the public the smallest amount of time for con- 
sidering its provisions, or how the introduction of masses of 
labourers which it contemplates, would be likely to affect the 
general interests of the island, or the material and moral well-being 
of its labouring population. It is true the treasurer of the colony 
made an attempt to prevent the ordinance passing through its last 
stage, on what appears to the committee to have been just grounds; 
viz.:—that differing in several essential particulars from the 
previous one, which had been sent home and disallowed, it should 
have been reprinted ; that time should be given to the public to form 
a correct opinion of the measure ; and that the usual forms of the 
board in passing ordinances, should be observed, But in this he 
was overborne by the interference of the acting colonial secretary 
andimmigration agent of the colony, who stated that “‘ Lord Stanley 
was very anxious that this bill should pass, and be sent home ;” 
and by his excellency the governor, who added, that “ Lord Stanley: 
wished the council to pass the bill.” Now, the committee are 
persuaded, that, however desirous your lordship might have been, 
that such an ordinance should pass, they are convinced that you 
will not approve of the course pursued by the council in hurrying 
it through its various stages with such breathless haste, and in 
violation of the standing rules of the council, so important an 
enactment. Looking at the present constitution of the Legislative 
Council of Trinidad, the committee are persuaded, that ‘it does not 
and cannot represent the general sentiment end feeling of the 
colony. With the exception of the government functionaries; the 
board is composed of a class of persons, whose personal interest 

are in most, if not in all respects, opposed to the general goot 
Nor have the committee failed to observe on the part of thos 
from their position should operate as a check on the ¢ D 
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with their suggestions and wishes, To your lordship, then, the 
committee, and all who in the colony are unrepresented and 
unheard at the council board, look to correct the evils of a hasty 
and vicious legislation, and to secure substantial justice to all 


“ 2ndly.—The Appeal Ordinance. Under the semblance of con- 
ferring a right, the committee feel persuaded, this measure will 
inflict a wrong. To them it is obvious that the right of appeal, 
from the decisions of the stipendiary magistrates, though made 
general by the ordinance, is intended for the special benefit of the 
planters, and not for the advantage of the labourers, who require 
all the protection that an independent and influential body of 
magistrates can give them. It is a well-known fact, that the 
planters and merchants of Trinidad, representing non-resident 
proprietors, West India houses, and mortgagees in this country, 
have long felt dissatisfied with the special magistrates, and have 
sought by every act to supplant them, in the administration of 
justice between employers and labourers, by local justices, that is, by 
themselves, that they might secure the executive power of the laws in 
their own hands, But supposing the necessity of a court of appeal to 
exist in Trinidad, it appears to the committee that men should be 
elected to preside over them, altogether free from local prejudices 
and loeal-interests, and subject only to the control of the crown. 
But what is the case under the present ordinance? The judges, 
whose numbers, duties, and emoluments have recently been placed 
under the control of the governor in council, subject to the approval 
of the crown, are appointed to discharge the duties of the appeal 
courts. Now, the two assistant judges of Trinidad, as your lord- 


- ship is aware, were for many years planters, and are known to have 


largely imbibed the opinions, and contracted the habits of that 
class of persons. From them, unbiassed judgments between masters 
and servants can scarcely be expected. Under this ordinance 
appeals can only be heard in three districts—Port of Spain, St. 
Joseph’s, and San Fernendo. Those who have local acquaintance 
with the colony, and the difficulty of access to those places from 
the remoter parts of the colony, in consequence of the badness of 
the roads and the expense of travelling, will be convinced that only 
the more wealthy and influential portion of the community can 
avail themselves of the assistance of these appeal courts; and that 
by far the largest number of persons will rather endure injustice 
in the first instance, than lose their time and expenses in seeking 
uncertain justice in the second. Besides, your lordship will observe, 
that it is required by section 10 of all parties who enter an appeal 
against the opinions of the stipendiary magistrates, either to deposit 
five pounds, or enter into a recognizance over and above the 
amount of any penalty they may have been condemned to pay, 
with one surety in a sum not exceeding five pounds, subject to the 
same regulation as to penalty to prosecute the appeal. This may 
very easily be done by the master, but not by the servant. In the 
majority of cases, there can be no doubt the labourers would be 
debarred the appeal by this circumstance alone. * * * * 
‘*3rdly.—The Contract Ordinance. This insidious measure may be 
regarded as a repeal of all the protective parts of the royal order 
in council of 1838, regulating contracts in the crown colonies. By 
consulting sections 1 and 2, your lordship will find that there is 
searcely an offence, however trifling, any servant may commit, 
which may not easily be made and punished as a criminal offence. 
Your lordship will also perceive by section 3, for the first time since 
the abolition of slavery, domestic servants, and even laundresses 
are to be subject to its control. In fact, it isso constructed as to 
bring every class of labourers within the power of their employers ; 
and may, and undoubtedly will, be used for bad purposes. By 
section 11, it is enacted, that all contracts for service, made out 
of the colony, whether in Great Britain or Ireland, Europe, the 
United States, the British possessions in North America, or within 
the limits of any parts of Asia (and the committee are informed of 
any part of Africa also), from which her majesty may be pleased 
to allow emigration, shall be valid for an unlimited period of time. 
Were the committee not convinced to the contrary by the discus- 
sions which wok place on this point, they must have attributed the 
insertion of such a clause in the ordinance to inadvertence ; but 
with the fact before them, that an attempt was made to limit the 
duration of such contracts to one year, and that it was refused; 


- there can be no doubt that it was designed. ‘The committee non 


not point out to your lordship the operation of such an enact- 
ment in the case of ignorant coolies, Africans, and others, who 


be led into contencta.of service for periods. of years; nor of. 
Senseenly of peremptory reltning to depart from the terms of 





the contract law of the colony as enacted in 1838. By Sections 
15 and 17, jurisdiction it given to the local justices concurrently 
with the stipendiary magistrates in all cases involving questions in 
dispute between masters and servants. It is scarcely necessary for 
the committee to point out the abuses which may arise from this 
enactment, as your lordship will not fail to perceive that, prac- 
tically, it will place the entire labouring population in the hands 
of their employers. To such an arrangement, the committee trust 
her majesty’s government will never accede. In their judgment, 
it would neither be wise nor equitable, that any class of function- 
aries should adjudicate in cases between masters and servants, but 
such as are thoroughly independent of both, and subject to no 
other control than that of the crown.” 





LEGISLATION IN BRITISH GUIANA. 


‘¢ As there appears a determination manifested in several colonies 
to legislate anew on the subjects directly associated with the rela- 
tions between masters and servants, they would respectfully urge 
the subject on your lordship’s serious consideration, in the hope 
that no measures emanating from the colonies will be allowed but 
such only as fully harmonize with the great act of emancipation, 
and are at the same time in strict accordance with the royal ordi- 
nances relating to vagrancy, contracts, &c., passed in October, 
1838. For all just and honourable purposes those enactments are 
adequate ; they are protective, on the one hand, of the interests of 
the labourers, and on the other, of the rights of the employers. 
To disturb them the committee believe would be both unwise and 
dangerous. 

* ‘For the preservation of the rights sinalee by the emancipated 
labourers a special magistracy was deemed absolutely necessary, 
and although many of the appointments made under the law were 
open to most serious objection, yet the principle on which the body 
was constituted was so just and wise, that the evil was borne for 
the sake of the good it effected. It has, as your lordship is aware, 
been an object of intense desire, on the part of the colonists, to 
supersede the functionaries appointed by the crown or its repre- 
sentatives, and by failing to accomplish that, to secure such of 
themselves as were in the commission of the peace, concurrent 
jurisdiction and power with the crown magistrates, and in other 
ways to interfere with their proceedings and decisions. In Trinidad, 
your lordship is aware, that has been the case; and in a recent 
enactment of the court of policy, of British Guiana, (No. 19, 
1845,) a similar attempt has been made. By the 3rd clause of 
that ordinance it is enacted, that it shall and may be lawful for 
each and every justice of the peace in British Guiana, appointed 
by his excellency the governor, to act under and in pursuance of 
this ordinance. Now, when the nature of this ordinance is con- 
sidered, the delinquencies which it indicates for punishment, and 
the power with which it invests a single magistrate, it appears to 
the committee to be both unreasonable and unjust, that its adminis- 
tration should in any way be confided to the local justices. 

‘‘The committee are aware that, for the purposes of this ordinance, 
his excellency the governor has in the first instance appointed.only 
the stipendiary magistrates, but provision is made in it for the 


appointment of any class of justices, to carry its important — 


enactments into effect. Against this arrangement the committee 
venture to object, believing the planter-magistrates, as a body, to be 
utterly disqualified by their education, their habits, and their 
interests, for the right discharge of so onerous a duty. 

‘In the enumeration of the delinquencies which are punishable by 
fine or imprisonment under this ordinance, the committee would 
point out to your lordship be following, as in their judgment 
extremely exceptionable, viz. : pudaugetiag property by the negli- 
gent use of fire; entering upon any land or building without the 
permission of the occupier thereof, and refusing, after warning, to 
quit the same; any indecent gesture or expression, or profane 
eursing and swearing on the public road or highway, or elsewhere; 
or any violent or abusive language; endangering the safety of 
travellers by improper stowage of articles on carts or carriages; 
discharging or firing any gun, pistol, ‘or other fire-arms on the 
public road or highway, or near thereto. 

‘On these points they would observe, in the first place,. that 

where no injury is done, either to property or person, it appears to the 
committee that no punishment ought to. be inflicted; but from the 
foregoing enumeration, whatever may be conaideeed by a single 
magistrate as endangering property by the negligent use of fire, or 
travellers by, improper stowage, is punishable by fine or imprison- 
ment, at the discretion of the presiding justice, though no'injury 
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be done. In the second place, the committee conceive that entering 
upon any land or building without the permission of the owner or 
oceupier thereof, is intended, or may be construed, to prohibit free 
access to negro villages on estates; a power which has long been 
desired by the colonists of British Guiana. It has come to the 
knowledge of the committee, that before the enactment of this ordi- 
nance, husbands and wives, and friends residing on adjoining 
estates or elsewhere, have been denied access to each other, by the 
resident managers on the estates where they commonly dwelt. 
They would therefore deprecate such a construction of this ordi- 
nance as should put it in the power of owners or occupiers of 
estates to interfere, in the slightest degree, with the right of the 
labourers or their friends, to unrestricted access by the usual way 
from the public roads to the negro houses, though these houses 
should be attached to, or form part of, the estates. In the third 
place, not content with punishing offences against morals when 
publicly committed, this ordinance subjects the acts enumerated 
when privately done to similar penalties, and carries it so far as to 
include any violent or abusive language. The committee would 
not be misunderstood on this point, but it certainly appears to them 
that too much power is given to a single justice, when he is not 
only empowered to enquire into this class of offences when com- 
mitted on the public road or highway, but is permitted to deal with 
them when committed “elsewhere.” And for any of the offences 
specified in this ordinance, a single justice can inflict a fine of twenty- 
four dollars, or imprisonment for six days, with or without hard 
labour, and costs; and in default of payment, imprisonment for 
thirty days. 

“‘The committee would, in the next place, call your lordship’s 
attention to the fact, that the 3rd clause also enacts, that the justice 
presiding over the court so constituted, shall not only have full 
power and authority to try, and convict or acquit any and every 
accused person, but that he shall have full power and authority to 
adjourn any complaint from time to time as he may think fit. It 
is not even provided, upon sufficient cause being shown. He may 
thus harass the prosecutor or the prisoner at his discretion, and put 
either party to considerable fatigue and expense, with or without 
reason. 

“‘ By the 4th clause it is enacted, that the justices appointed to 
administer this ordinance shall have power to employ any person 
they may appoint to serve their summonses, and in that case the 
parties summoned shall pay fifty cents. to the party so employed. 
This enactment would allow the justice to appoint his own servant 
to serve such summonses, the effect of which necd not be pointed 
out. With a sufficiently numerous and well-paid police as exists 
in British Guiana, it would appear to be unnecessary that other 
parties should be engaged to fulfil this duty. 

‘The 5th clause, relating to the absence of witnesses, makes no 
exception in favour of those who may be detained by sickness or 
other unavoidable circumstance from attending, but subjects all 
who are absent, without exception, to six days’ imprisonment. It 
would appear from the 8th clause, that a prisoner may be convicted 
for any offence contemplated by this ordinance, on the evidence of 
the prosecutor alone, for it is provided, that after the plea of not 
guilty has been entered on the record, the complainant and his 
witnesses (if any,) in support of the charge, shall be examined on 
oath by the justice of the peace. It would appear also that neither 
prosecutor nor prisoner are to be allowed legal assistance before 
the courts constituted by this ordinance ; the justice presiding only 
is empowered to examine the witnesses ; the complainant and the 
accused to cross examine. Now, in the case of an uneducated 
labourer, charged with any offence against this ordinance by his 
employer, this arrangement would amount in many, and might in 
all cases, to a denial of justice, as it would place him at the mercy 
of an acute and unscrupulous master. 

“The power given to the justice in the 9th clause, to commit the 
accused party to the nearest common jail for any offence, or to 
admit him to bail at his discretion, is, in the opinion of tlie com- 
mittee, giving him too large a power. The 15th, 16th, and 17th 
clauses, appear to be open to erception, and cannot be very well 
reconciled with the government notice issued for the holding of 
these petty courts. In cases of simple assault, abusive language, 
&e., why should an accused person be imprisoned for a period of 
twenty-four hours or more, or be compelled to find bail to the 
extent of fifteen dollars to appear before the justice appointed 
under this ordinance? The government notice fixes the periods 
of holding the courts once in each week only, in the districts enu- 
merated, The obstruction of a police officer, of whatever kind 





it may be, is punishable by the 18th clause of this ordinance with 
a fine extending to twenty-four dollars, and in default of payee 
with imprisonment extending to thirty days. 

‘‘ Such is the ordinance in its main features. The functionaries 
appointed to administer it, seventeen in number, although in the 
present instance the Paid servants of the crown, are, with a single 
exception, unlearned in the law. Some of them are military and 
naval officers, several decayed or bankrupt planters; and others, 
in addition to the office of justice of the peace, are post holders, or 
superintendents of rivers ang creeks. 

‘The committee would 1 ore hope that your lordship would 
refuse to recommend this ordinance for the sanction of the crown, 
and would decide, if it be required, upon some better and unex- 
ceptionable mode of administering justice, and for giving confidence 
to all parties interested therein. 

‘*In conclusion, it appears to the committee, that if petty courts 
are deemed absolutely necessary to promote the ends of justice, 
they should be so constituted as to be open to no objection, and be 
presided over by gentlemen whose legal knowledge, character, 
and experience would be a guarantee for the faithful and impartial 
discharge of their duties. Such appointments should be wholly in 
the power of the crown, and should, in their judgment,. be sti- 
pendiary. 

‘The committee would further remark, that the petty courts are 
to be held for the most part on plantations, in the great houses of 
the proprietors or their agents, and that, as a consequence, the 
justices will be dependent on these parties for refreshment and 
accommodation. The committee know too well the effect of such 
arrangements on the judgment and decisions of colonial magistrates, 
and of the utter want of confidence it inspires in the minds of the 
labouring class, to hope that any beneficial results can arise from 
the formation of such courts. It will be considered, and the 
committee think justly, that this is a new attempt to coerce the 
labourers, and favour their masters; and that should it happen, 
as undoubtedly it may, that planter justices are appointed to pre- 
side over these police courts, the mischiefs will be incalculable.” 





COOLIE IMMIGRATION: ITS IMMORAL TENDENCY. 


(Extracts from a Memorial presented to the Right Honourable 
W. E. Guapstoneg, Esq., ‘c.) 


“The fact will not be denied that by far the larger part of the 
women introduced inte Mauritius from 1834 to 1844, both inclu- 
sive, were prostitutes, picked up in the streets of Calcutta and Bom- 
bay ; and that although there were some of their number the wives 
of the immigrant Coolies, yet so far as the committee are informed, 
no special accommodation was provided for them. On the con- 
trary, it appears that the women, whether married or unmarried, 
were herded together with the men in large buildings or barracks, 
and that the usual resultsfollowed. * * * * * # * 

‘Tt may not be improper, sir, to call to your recollection the 
great disproportion which existed between the sexes at the period 
of emancipation, say, about 25,000 females to 38,000 males; or, if 
you take the number of apprentices, it will stand thus :—88,189 
males, and 20,602 females. This disproportion has been greatly 
increased by immigration. By a return made to government, No. 
58, 1840, it appears that of 13,243 Calcutta Coolies introduced into 
Mauritius from the Ist of August 1834 to the end of October, 1838, 
only 198 were women, and 51 children. It is probable that of the 
whole number reported to have been imported from 1834 to 1839, 
say 25,468, not more than 8 per cent. were women! From 1842 
to 1844, no less than 46,014 Coolies were introduced ; of these not 
more than 12 per cent. were women, and about 4 per cent. were 
children. These figures not only show the horrid disproportion of 
the sexes which exists in the island, and clearly indicate the general 
character of the Indian women imported, but will fully account 
for the demoralized habits of the labourers. * * * * * * # 

‘¢Of 70,000 Coolies introduced between 1834 and 1844 scarcely 
7,000 were women! This fact alone, reveals a state of things 
wholly inconsistent with good morals, the happiness of the. people, 
or the welfare of the colony. 

‘The committee are aware that latterly the proportion of women 
and children introduced into the island is much higher than here- 
tofore, and that the character of recent importations is much 
better than former ones. For instance; the four cargoes intro- 
duced up to the 19th of April, 1845, contadiied 675 men, 160 women, 
and 139fchildren. Yet, they are persuaded that you cannot be 
satisfied even with this improvement, nor,ought any man to be 
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ihatent who ‘eghtide these Asiatics as something more than mere 
implements of husbandry, or machines for raising sugar. 

“You, sir, are probably aware that the immigrant Coolies receive 
no education or religious instruction from their masters, nor is it to 
be expected they should. Yet it might be bly supposed that 
no obstacle would be raised to other parties taking upon them the 
Christian duty of enlightening their minds and elevating their 
morals. On this point, the committee respectfully direct your 
attention to the evidence of the Rev. Mr. Onslow inserted in par- 
liamentary papers, No. 45, 1841. ‘his gentleman says, I may 
mention ‘with reference to the civilization and well being of the 
Coolies, that means which had been taken to promote their spiritual 
welfare in Mauritius were, for some reasons, prevented from being 
carried into effect by, I believe, the government of Mauritius. ‘ An 
impression,” he said, “‘ existed that the preaching of missionaries 
had a tendency to render people of the class of Coolies discontented 
with their situations and their masters!” A body of persons thus 
abandoned were not likely to become virtuous, but rather to give 
themselves up to the vilest appetites, and to work “all unclean- 
ness with greediness.”” And, thatsuch has been the fact, there can be 
no doubt. Sir Lionel Smith thus described this wretchedly debased 
people in 1841.—‘‘ The Coolies,” he says, “have given themselves 
up to a degree of disgraceful licentiousness which no person 
acquainted with their character and habits in India (dissolute as 
they are known to be) could possibly believe!’ With this quota- 
tion, the committee take leave of a subject, which nothing but a 
deep sense of duty could ever have induced them to bring under the 
attention of government. Most unfeignedly would they rejoice, 
that the debasing practices to which they have been compelled to 
allude, had no foundation in fact, or that they admitted of a cure 
under present arrangements. They feel, however, that they do 
not, and that their only remedy is an abandonment of so evil a 
system of immigration altogether.” 





THE COMPLETE ABOLITION OF SLAVERY 
IN TUNIS. 
Tunis, 27th January, 1846. 

Sir,—In reference to the letter I had the honour to address to 
you, dated the 28th of April, 1842, which I concluded by assuring 
the society, that no exertion on my part would ever be wanted, on 
any occasion which I might have during my residence in this 
regency, to bring their wishes and desires to a complete and happy 
conclusion. I beg to state, for the information of the society, that 
slavery no longer exists in the Tunisian dominions ; and I have only 
to return my humble thanks to the Almighty, for having enabled 
me to bring my labours in the cause of humanity to so glorious a 
result, as the enclosed copy of a letter which I have received from 
his highness the Bey, with my answer thereto, will fully demon- 
strate; and to congratulate the society, with its venerable and 
respected president, ‘‘ that his highness has been spared to complete 
the importaut work which he had so well begun” (as expressed in 
:their address to his highness, dated London, January 7th, 1842), 
-#8 well as to hope, which I do most fervently, that the humane and 
generous conduct of his highness may meet with that universal 
consideration and applause which it so fully merits. 


I have the honour to be, sir, 
Your most obedient, humble servant, 
(Signed) T. READE. 
To the secretary of the : 


British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, 
27, New Broad Street, London. 


TRANSLATION. 
‘From the servant of God the Musheer Ahmed Basha Bey, prince of 
‘the Tunisian dominions. 
To our ally, Sir Thomas Reade, consul general of the British govern- 
ment at Tunis. 
‘Whereas, our aversion to the thraldom imposed on the human kind, 


which debases it to the condition of the brute creation is well known to 


you, having conversed together on this matter. 
» Qu attention has been directed to the repression of this traffic, as well 
. a8 to its total abolition, with a due regard however to the interests of our 


_tmabjects, so as not to cause them a loss of property. 


.. We commenced first by prohibiting their embarkation for foreign 
countries as objects of commerce, as we wrote to you on the 9h Rabih 
"Ist, 1257. Subsequent to which we sent orders to places situated on the 
road of the caravans coming from Ghadames, not to permit any person to 
‘enter our territory with any slave ss an article of sale; and should any 





refuse to do so, and not return, the slave should be liberated to his loss ; 
conformably to what we informed you on the 17th Rabih, 1258. 

We afterwards abolished the market established for their sale in our 
capital (thus giving up the revenue which our government reaped from it), 
declared that all slaves that should enter our kingdom, by land or by sea, 
should be free; and further ordered, that every one born a slave in our 
dominions should be considered as free from the very instant of his birth ; 
and that he could neither be sold or bought, as we informed you thereof 
on the 6th Elkuada, 1258. 

Our resolutions were likewise strengthened, and we felt a real satisfac- 
tion, at the accord which existed between our sentiments and those ex- 
pressed by the Anti-Slavery Society, which ennobles itself by upholding 
the dignity of mankind, in the letter we received on its part, and which we 
answered on the Rabih Ist, 1258. 

This affair never ceased to be the object of our attention as well as the 
central point of our consideration ; and we have thought proper to publish 
that we have abolished slavery in all our dominions, for we consider all 
slaves existing in our territory as being free; and do not recognize the 
legality of their being kept as property. 

We have sent some notaries to the sanctuary of Sidy Mahrez in town, 
and to the sanctuary of Ezzawia Elboucaria, in the suburb of Bab 
Essuika, as well as in that of Sidy Manzour, in the “suburb of Bab 
Elzezirah, with the object of writing in favour of such slaves as should 
present themselves to them a document constituting them free on our part, 
and which document shall be represented to us for the apposition of our 
seal; and no right of property on their persons shall be alleged by their 
masiers. 

We have likewise sent the necessary orders to all the governors in our 
Tunisian kingdom ; and having determined on writing a circular to all 
the consuls of friendly governments in our capital, you shall equally with 
them receive < copy of such circular. We hasten to forward to you this 
letter, for you know our sentiments and what we spake together on the 
subject. 

We thank Providence for the aid it has afforded us in putting an end to 
this business, which we know is also an object of attention to the great 
and illustrious British government ; and we pray the Most High that our 
opinions be always in union with their own in every point. May the 
Lord keep you under his safe guard. 

25 Moharrem Elkram, 1262. 

22nd January, 1846, 

( REPLY.) 
Tunis, January 24, 1846. 

Your Highness,—If listening to the admiration created in me by your 
highness’s actions I tried to reproduce it here, my efforts would prove but 
vain ; for, indeed, your highness’s actions are beyond description. 

Great, noble, is the work which Providence has finally afforded you the 
means to accomplish in your dominions. 

The generosity of your highness’s character could not permit that men 
should suffer where you reign; and, guided by a strong will, your highness 
has broken down the chains that bound a whole generation of human 
beings. 

Your highness, a lasting glory is surely the fruit, which, together with 
a recompense from heaven, you will reap from the career you have lately 
pursued. 

On my own part, when I come to reflect on the policy which your 
highness has followed to gain your point, when I consider the difficulties 
which must now have hindered your march, and now totally arrested it, I 
say your policy was the wisest of all nclicies, for it brought you to where 
you wished to reach, and induced your subjects to make concessions, 
which, while they show the degree of civilization they have attained during 
your highness’s reign, prove how much they cherish their ruler. 

Knowing the interest which her majesty’s government take in similar 
matters, your highness has charged me specially to communicate it to 
them ; and permit me to say, that your letter dated Moharrem the 25th, 
which I shall duly transmit, is the most durable monument that could be 
raised to your name, not only in England, but in the whole world. 

May your highness dictate such letters for many, many years. May 
your actions be a constant object of praise with those who do not flatter ; 
and, your highness, the applause you have already received from her 
majesty’s government, is the pledge of the expressions which will be 
directed to you in the name of my most august sovereign on this occasion. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 
(Signed) T. Reape. 





BIBLE ARGUMENT AGAINST SLAVERY.—No. 2 
THE MORAL LAW. 


Just after the Israelites were emancipated from their bondage in 
Egypt, while they stood before Sinai to receive the law, as the 


trumpet waxed louder, and the mount quaked and blazed, God 


spake the Ten Commandments from the midst of clouds and thun- 
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derings. Two of those commandments dealt death to slavery. 

“ THOU SHALT NOT STEAL,” or, “thou shalt not take from 
another what belongs to him.” All man’s powers are God’s gifts 
to him. Each of them is a part of him, and all of them together 
constitute himself. All else that belongs to man is acquired by the 
use of these powers. The interest belongs to him because the 
principal does; the product is his, because he is the produce. 
Qwnership of any thing is ownership of its use. The right to use 
according to will is itself ownership. The eighth commandment 
presupposes and assumes the right of every man to his powers and 
their product. Slavery robs of both. A man’s right to nimself is 
the only right absolutely original and intrinsic—his right to any- 
thing else is merely relative to this, is derived from it, and held only 
by virtue of it. Self-right is the foundation right—the post in the 
middle to which all other rights are fastened. Slaveholders, when 
talking about their right to their slaves, always assume their own 
right to themselves. What slaveholder ever undertook to prove 
his right to himself? He knows it to be a self-evident proposition, 
that a man belongs to himself—that the right is intrinsic and 
absolute. In making out his own title, he makes out the title of 
every human being. As the fact of being a man is itself the title, 
the whole human family have one common title-deed. If one man’s 
title is valid, the title of all is valid; if one is worthless, all are. 

To deny the validity of the slave’s title is to deny the validity of 
his own ; and yet in the act of making a man a slave, the slave- 
holder deserts the validity of his own title, while he seizes him as 
his property who has the same title. Further, in making him a 
slave, he does not merely disfranchise of humanity one individual, 
but eniversal man. He destroys the foundation. He annihilates 
all rights. Ue attacks not only the human race, but universal 
being. For rights are rights: God’s are no more; man’s are no 
less. 

The eighth commandment forbids the taking of any part of that 
which belongs to another. Slavery takes the whole. Does the 
same Bible which prohibits the taking of anything from him sanction 
the taking of every thing? Does it thunder wrath against the man 
who robs his neighbour of a cent, yet commission him to rob his 
neighbour of himself? Slaveholding is the highest possible viola- 
tion of the eighth commandment. To take from a man his earnings 
is theft. But to take the earner, is a compound, life-long theft— 
supreme robbery, that vaults up the climax at a leap--the dread, 
terrific, giant robbery, that towers among other robberies a solitary 
horror. The eighth commandment forbids the taking away, and the 
tenth adds, “Thou shalt not covet any thing that is thy neigh- 
bour’s ;”’ thus guarding every man’s right to himself and property, 
by making not only the actual taking away a sin, but even that 
state of mind which would tempt to it. Who ever made human 
beings slaves without coveting them? ‘Why take from them their 
time, labour, liberty, right of self-preservation and improvement, 
their right to acquire property, to worship according to conscience, 
to search the Scriptures, to live with their families, and their right 
to their own bodies, if they do not desire them? They cover 
them for purposes of gain, convenience, lust of dominion, of sen- 
sual gratification, of pride and ostentation. Tuy BREAK THE 
TENTH COMMANDMENT, and pluck down upon their heads the 
plagues that are written in the book, 


MANSTEALING—EXAMINATION OF EXODUS XxI. 16, 


- The giving of the law at Sinai immediately preceded the pro- 
mulgation of that body of laws cailed the “ Mosaic system.” Over 
the gateway of that system fearful words were written by the 
finger of God :—“‘ HE THAT STEALETH A MAN AND SELLETH 
HIM, OR IF HE BE FOUND IN HIS HAND, HE SHALL SURELY 
BE PUT TO DEATH.” Ex, xxi. 16. 

The oppression of the Israelites in Egypt, and the wonders 
wrought for their deliverance, proclaim the reason for such a law 
at such atime. They had just been emancipated. The tragedies 
of their house of bondage were the realities of yesterday, and 
peopled their memories with thronging horrors. They had just 
witnessed God’s testimony against oppression in the plagues of 
Egypt—the burning blains on man and beast; the dust quickened 
into ioathsome life, and swarming upon every living thing; the 
streets, the palaces, the temples, and every house heaped up with 
the carcasses of things abhorred; the kneading troughs and ovens, 
the secret chambers and the couches, reeking and dissolving with 
the putrid death ; the pestilence walking in darkness at noon-day, 
the devouring loowsda, and hail mingled with fire, ‘the first-born 





death-struck, and the waters blood; and last of all, that dread 
high hand and stretched-out arm, that whelmed the monarch and 
his hosts, and strewed their corpses on the sea. All this their eyes 
had looked upon ; earth’s proudest city wasted and thunder-scarred, 
lying in renee and the doom of oppressors traced on her ruins 
in the hand-writi God, glaring in letters of fire mingled with 
blood—a blackened monument of wrath to the uttermost against 
the stealers of men. No wonder that God, in a code of laws 
prepared for such a people, at such a time, should uprear in its 
foreground a blazing beacon to flash terror on slaveholders. ‘“ He 
that stealeth a man and selleth him, or if he be found in his hand, 
he shall surely be put to death.” 

The word ganabh, here rendered stealeth, means, the taking of 
what belongs to another, whether by violence or fraud; the same 
word is used in the eighth commandment, and prohibits both robbery 
and theft. 

The crime specified is that of depriving somEnosy of the 
ownership of aman. Is this somebody a master? and is the crime 
that of depriving a master of his servant? Then it would have 
been “‘he that stealeth” a servant, not ‘‘he that stealeth a man.” 
If the crime had been the taking of an individual from another, 
then the term used would have been expressive of that relation, and 
most especially if it was the relation of property and proprietor ! 

The crime is stated in a three-fold form—man stealing, selling, and 
holding. All are put on a level, and whelmed under one penalty— 
DEATH. This somebody deprived of the ownership of a man, is 
the man himself, robbed of personal ownership. Joseph said, 
‘*Indeed I was stolen away out of the land of the Hebrews.” 
Gen, xl. 15. How stolen? His brethren sold him as an article of 
merchandise. Contrast this penalty for man-stealing with that 
for property stealing, Ex. xxii. 14. Ifa man had stolen an or and 
killed or sold it, he was to restore five oxen; if he had neither 
sold nor killed it, two oxen. But in the case of stealing a man, the 
first act drew down the utmost power of punishment; however 
often repeated or aggravated the crime, human penalty could do 
no more, The fact that the penalty for man-stealing was death, 
and the penalty for property-stealing, the mere restoration of 
double, shows that the two cases were adjudicated on totally 
different principles. The penalty for stealing property was a mere 
property-penalty. However large the theft, the payment of double 
wiped out the score. It might have a greater money value 
than a thousand men, yet death was not the penalty, nor maiming, 
nor branding, nor even stripes, but double of the same hind 
Why was not the rule uniform? When a man was stolen why was 
not the thief required to restore double of the same kind—two 
men, or if he had sold him, five men? Do you say that the man- 
thief might not have them? So the ox-thief might not have two 
oxen, or if he liad killed it, five. But if God permitted men to 
hold men as property, equally with the oxen, the man-thief, could 
get men with whom to pay the penalty, as well as the ox-thief, 
oxen. Further, when property was stolen, the legal penalty was 
a compensation to the person injured; but when a man was 
stolen, no property compensation was offered. To tender money as 


an equivalent, would have been to have repeated the outrage with _ 


intolerable aggravations. Compute the value of a MAN in money ! 
Throw dust into the scale against immortality! The law recoiled 
from such supreme insult and impiety. To have permitted the man- 
thief to expiate his crime by restoring double, would have been 
making the repetition of crime its atonement. But the infliction 
of death for man-stealing exacted the utmost possibility of repa- 
ration. It wrung from the guilty wretch, as he gave up the ghost, 
the testimony of blood and death-groans to the infinite dignity 
and worth of man,—a proclamation to the universe, voiced in 
mortal agony, ‘‘ MAN IS INVIOLABLE”—a confession shrieked in 
phrenzy at the grave’s mouth—‘“ I die accursed, and God is just.” 

The guilt of a crime, depends much upon the nature, character, 
and condition of the victim. To steal is a crime, whoever the 
thief, or whatever the plunder. To steal bread from a full man, is 
theft ; to steal it from a starving man, is both theft and murder. 
If I steal my neighbour’s property, the crime consists not in altering 
the nature of the article, but in taking as mine what is his. But 
when I take my neighbour himself, and first make him property, 
and then my property, the latter act, which was the sole crime in 


the former case, dwindles to nothing. The sin in stealing a man is - 


not the transfer from its owner to another of that which is already 
property, but the turaing of personality into property. True, the 


attributes of man remain, but the rights and immunities which 


grow out of them are annihilated. It is the first law, both of 
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reason and revelation, to regard things and beings as they are; and 
the sum of religion, to feel and act towards them according to 
their value. Knowingly to treat them otherwise is sin; and the 
degree cf violence done to their nature, relations, and value, mea- 
sures its guilt. When things are sundered which God has indis- 
solubly joined, or confounded in one which he has separated by 
infinite extremes ; when sacred and etérnal distinctions, which he 
has garnished with glory, are derided and set at nought, then, if 
ever, sin reddens to its “scarlet dye.” The sin specified in the 
passage, is that of doing violence to the nature of man—to his 
intrinsic value as a rational being. The crime to be punished with 
death was not the taking of property from its owner, but violence 
to an immortal nature, the blotting out of a sacred distinction— 
making MEN “ chattels.” 

The incessant pains taken in the Old Testament to separate human 
beings from brutes and things, shows God’s regard for this, his 
own distinction. ‘In the beginning” he proclaimed it to the 
universe as it rose into being. Creation stood up at the instant of 
its birth, to do it homage. It paused in adoration while God 
ushered forth its crowning work. Why that dread pause, and that 
creating arm held back in mid career, and that high conference in 
the godhead? ‘‘ Let us make man in oUR OWN IMAGE after OUR 
LIKENESS, and let him have dominion over the fish of the sea, and 
over the fowls of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth.” 
Then, while every living thing, with land, and sea, and firmament, 
and marshalled worlds, waited to swell the shout of the morning 
stars—then God created man IN HIS OWN IMAGE; ”’ IN THE IMAGE 
or Gop created he him.”? This solves the problem, IN THE 


_IMAGE OF GOD, CREATED HE HIM. So in Ps. viii. 5. 


6, we have an enumeration of particulars, each separating infinitely 
MEN from brutes end things! 1. “ Thou hast made him a little 
lower than the angels.” Slavery drags him down among brutes. 
2. “And hast crowned him with glory and honour.” Slavery 
tears off the crown, and puts on a yoke. 3. “Thou hast made 
him to have dominion ovEex the works of thy hands.” Slavery 
breaks his sceptre, and casts him down among those works—yea, 
beneath them. 4. “ Thou hast put all things under his feet.” 
Slavery puts H1m under the feet of an “owner.” Who, but an 
impious scorner, thus dare strive with his Maker, and mutilate H1s 
IMAGE, and blaspheme the Holy One, who saith, ‘ Inasmuch as 
ye did it unto one of the least of these, ye did it unto ME”? 
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On Monday, the 16th insf., a deputation of the committee of the 
British and Foreign An‘i-Slavery Society and friends, waited on 
Mr. Secretary Gladstone, by appointment, on the subject of 

olonial legislation, Coolie immigration, and the removal. of the 
stipendiary magistrates. The deputation was composed of Joseph 
J. Gurney, G. W. Alexander, Samuel Gurney, jun., J. Gurney 
Barclay, Josiah Conder, and Joseph Cooper, Esqrs.; the Rev. J. 
H, Hinton, and Mr. John Scoble, the secretary of the society. The 





right hon. gentleman received the deputation with great courtesy, 
and listened with close attention to their representations, and, in 
return, treated them with great frankness as to the course it had 
been suggested by others the government ought to pursue on the 
various points submitted to his attention. The committee would. 
cherish the hope, that the right honourable gentleman will not 
commit himself to the policy of his noble predecessor, but mark out 
such a course for himself as will secure for him the confidence and 
respect of all the true friends of the emancipated colonies. 





It gives us sincere pleasure to announce that his highness the 
Muschir Ahmed Bashaw Bey, of Tunis, has completely abolished 
the system of slavery throughout the whole of the territories 
subject to his control. This important event was officially com- 
municated by this enlightened and humane prince to the British 
consul, Sir Thos. Reade, on the 22nd January last, the particulars of 
which will be found in a preceding page. It wili be remembered 
that his Highness commenced this good work several years since ; 
first, by emancipating his own personal slaves ; then by destroying 
the slave markets throughout his dominions ; and then by issuing a 
decree that all children born under his sway from the 8th of 
December, "1842, should be free. These things he did, to use his 
own words, ‘for the glory of mankind, and to distinguish them 
from the brute creation.” The crowning act has at length taken 
place, and the Bey of Tunis, like the Queen of England, now 
reigns over a free people. 

To Sir Thomas Reade this consummation of his earnest and 
honourable labours in the cause of suffering and oppressed humanity, 
must be a high reward. We cordially congratulate him on this 
noble triumph of the anti-slavery cause in northern Africa. 

Nor can we forget, on this occasion, another of our countrymen, 
Mr. James Richardson, who, in the early part of the year 1842, 
represented at Tunis the Britieh and Foreign, and its auxiliary, the 
Anglo-Maltese, Anti-Slavery Society. That gentleman has sub- 
sequently visited Morocco and Tripoli, pleading ‘everywhere 
the cause of human freedom. Our last news from him is dated 
Ghadames, on the border of the great desert, the 18th of November, 
1845, in which he states ‘a caravan of forty slaves arrived here the 
day before yesterday, they were the property of the merchants of 
this city, and were distributed in twos and threes amongst the 
inhabitants. They were brought from Ghat by the Touaricks. 
Some of them were quite children, and were so knocked up when 
they arrived that they could not walk. The caravan, with which 
I proceed for Soudan, starts to-morrow afternoon; I go regularly 
equipped in Moorish dress to prevent curiosity en route. With us 
go some Souf Arabs to purchase slaves for Algiers !” 





Our readers will perceive that we have afforded no inconsidérable 
space to the West Indies in our present number. Our reason for 
doing this will be seen by referring to the documents presented to 
Mr. Secretary Gladstone, and his predecessor in office, Lord 
Stanley, which will be found in the preceding columns of the 
Reporter, and to which we invite the serious attention of our 
readers. 

To reverse whatever was fair and impartial in the laws regulating 
the relations between master and servant ; to impose heavy burdens 
in the shapeof taxation, on the principle articles of consumption used 
by the labourers; to recover the power of administering the laws 
according to their own good pleasure, is now, and has been for 
some time past, the determination of the planter-legislators of the 
British colonies. How far they have succeeded in their unjust 
designs, we are unable to state from want of official data, but we 
have reason to fear that some of the obnoxious laws, the character 
of which the documents referred to, indicates, have received the 
sanction of the crown, and are now in full operation in the colonies 
of British Guiana and Trinidad; we refer particularly to the 
Trinidad Ordinance, creating an appeal court; and to the ordinance 
of Guiana, creating petty courts for the trial of minor offences. 
We cannot believe, however, that these laws have been sanctioned 
without some important modifications. 

Inspirited by their success, the planters are pushing their pre- 
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tensions still further. In Guiana an ordinance has been recently 
enacted, which confers on the inferior courts of criming] justice the 
power of inflicting punishment to the extent of six months’ im- 
prisonment, with or without hard labour, at the penal settlement 
of the colony, a fine of twenty pounds sterling, and corporal pun- 
ishment not exceeding thirty-nine lashes! Either one or all of 
these penalties may be inflicted on an offender brought before these 
courts. These courts will be completely under the control of the 
local justices, for they are to be constituted in the following manner. 
The sheriffs of the three counties of Demerara, Essequibo, and Ber- 
biee, assisted by not Jess than three local magistrates, are to preside 
over them. The sheriff of Demerara is a planter; he of Essequibo 
was formerly a miller in this country ; and he of Berbice is an old 
East Indian officer. Neither of them, therefore, legally educated; 
and neither of them known as friendly to the emancipated classes. 
With respect to their assistants, it may with truth be asserted, at 
least of nine out of ten of them, that they are utterly disqualified 
by their habits, prejudices, and want of suitable education, to 
administer justice in any court. And yet these men are 
to be invested with the power of imprisoning, fining, and whipping, 
almost at discretion, their late slaves, or their present dependents. 

It is not to be wondered at, that the re-enactment of the odious 
practice of flogging, and the extensive powers conferred on the 
local justices by this and other ordinances, should have intensely 
excited the minds of the emancipated negroes. Forty stripes save 
one, was the old law of slavery :—is it now to be consecrated the 
new law of freedom? We cannot think so. The home govern- 
ment, we trust, will feel it to be necessary to check the rage for 
coercive legislation which has broken out in the colonies; and to 
calm the agitation among the labourers which its discovery has 
occasioned. 

In connexion with the stringent laws which have been passed 
during the last two years, we deeply regret to find that the govern- 
ment have been gradually withdrawing the body of stipenuiary 
magistrates, We feel this to be bad policy, The negroes have no 
confidence, either in the sense of honour, or the sense of justice, of 
the local magistrates ; and we have reason to fear that the further 
removal of the stipendiaries will lead to the worst consequences. 
Knowing as we do the thoughts and feelings of the labourers, and 
the manner in which they have been treated by the men who are 
eagerly seeking to control them through the administration of the 
laws, we wonder not that they are rapidly leaving the estates to 
settle on their small freeholds; and we venture to predict that a 
persistance in the course referred to will seriously injure the interests 
of agriculture; if not peril the peace of the colonies. We should 
deeply lament this result for many reasons, though we should not 
be surprised at it, We learn that in Guiana there has been a partial 
strike on some estates; that the labourers are showing symptoms 
of discontent; and that they have met, in one district, in large 
numbers, to petition the Queen to protect them from coercive 
legislation. Having no voice or vote in the legislative body, 
they have a right to expect this protection; nor shall our exertions 
be wanting to secure it for them. Let them meet peaceably, let 
them set forth their grievances temperately, and let them wait 
patiently the issue, and we may venture to assure them, that they 
will secure for themselves and their children the full enjoyment of 
the rights to which they are entitled, and of which they have 
proved themselves, in every respect, so well worthy. But let 
those who would coerce them beware; let them not attempt to 
grasp at a power, which, if exercised, will prove their own ruin ; 
rather let them act with the moderation, and justice which their 
position and their interests, rightly considered, so imperatively 
demand. We have no desire to see a conflict between them and 
their labourers. We wish both well. We sincerely desire the 
prosperity of the colonies; but we are satisfied that that can 
be only secured by temperate counsels, righteous laws, an impartial 
administration of justice, and upright dealing. 

On the subject of Coolie immigration, we have little to add to 
our former remarks. Its impolicy must be obvious, we think, to 
every reflecting mind. Its costliness has well-nigh proved the 





ruin of Mauritius, and may yet do so. Its immoral tendency may 
be gathered from the extracts of a memorial which will be found 
in another part of our paper. But if Mauritius has been brought to 
the verge of bankruptcy by it, what may we not expect will be the 
result of its continuance on the West Indian colonies? To import 
Coolies into them will be thrice as expensive as into Mauritius, 
and thrice as expensive to send them home again at the expiration 
of their terms of engagement. When will the colonists be wise, 
and husband their resources? They have the elements of pros- 
perity and increase in their own hands, if they but knew how to 
use them. 





The question of the sugar duties is likely to be again debated in 
Parliament, The note of preparation has been struck; and pro. 
bably, a great effort will be made to open the British markets to 
the blood-stained produce of Cuba and Brazil. Our own opinions 
on this subject are too well known to need reproduction here. 
We both differ and agree with the contending parties in Parliament. 
We would have no difference in the amount of duties levied on 
sugars, whether imported into this country from the British Colonies 
and British India, or from foreign states where they are wholly 
produced by free labour. On the other hand we would prohibit 
the introduction of slave-grown produce come from what country 
it may. The interests of humanity, the progress of human liberty, 
and the extension of civilization and religion among men, appear 
to us peremptorily to require the application of these principles in 
our commercial intercourse with the nations of the earth. 

Sir Robert Peel has announced it as the intention of Govern 
ment, still to exclude the sugars of countries polluted with 
the slave-trade, and to maintain a differential duty between the pro- 
duce of British and foreign possessions, where they are raised by free 
labour. It is true the duty is to be reduced to 5s 10d. per cwt. in 
the case of Muscavados, and 8s. 3d. per cwt. in that of clayed 
sugars, on the principle of protection, which we believe to have 
been the bane of tropical, as it is asserted to have been of home 
agriculture; and which we think, therefore, ought not for that 
reason, to be continued. 

It is quite clear to us that until foreign free-labour sugar ‘shall 
be allowed to come into full competition with our own, the necessary 
economy in its culture and manufacture will not be secured ;—nor a 
full and adequate supply be obtained for the British market. At 
present nothing can be more wasteful, we had almost added more 
rude, than tropical agriculture. It therefore requires a strong 
stimulus to improve its character, and give it extension; and, at the 
same time, to reduce its cost. We know what can be done by resi- 
dent proprietors with capital and the requisite skill to apply it, with- 
out having recourse to the costly and unsatisfactory experiment of 
foreign labour, and we assert that with these, the exports of the 
British colonies might soon be doubled. 

That the British government will maintain its position in 
reference to the sugars of Brazil and Cuba we entertain no doubt. 
Not only have we the assurance of Sir Robert Peel that such will 
be the case ; but the official correspondence laid, a few days since, 
on the tables of the House of Cemmons, respecting the sugars of 
Cuba and Porto Rico, is conclusive on the point. After refuting 


the second article of the treaty of Utrecht, Lord Aberdeen clearly 
indicates the ground on which the government persists in excluding 
the sugars of these islands from the British market. ‘It may 
be right,” says his lordship, “that he should state distinctly, 
that her majesty’s government have had no other object in 
view, when insisting upon a rigid observance of the treaties in this 
case, than to avoid, by every means in their power, giving any 
encouragement, however indirect, to an extension of the African 
slave-trade. The Spanish government well know how thoroughly 
the abolition of that trade has become a national object with the 
people of this country, and how earnestly every person charged 
with the administration of the government in England hes pursued 
it. They know that although nearly every Christian government 
has united with Great Britain for that end, the accomplishment is 





the elaborate arguments of the Spanish government, founded on . 


still far off, They also know that the treaties and enactments 
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which have been framed against the slave trade have hitherto 
entirely failed to counteract the deeply-rooted influence and greedy 
daring of the slave-dealers in the Island of Cuba. The undersigned 
will not prolong this note by inquiring to what causes this is 
attributable ; it is a subject which unfortunately has tvo often occu- 
pied the correspondence of the two governments ; but the fact itself 
will not be disputed, and the fact alone will explain the reluctance 
of her majesty’s government to extend to the West Indian colo- 
nies of Spain the favour which they have gladly accorded to her 
possessions in the east; but which, in Cuba, could not have failed 
to give a great additional stimulus to the guilty exertions of the 
slave-dealer.”” And his Lordship adds :—‘‘ This has been the sole 
motive of her majesty’s government in adhering strictly to the 
letter of the treaties between Great Britain and Spain. Apart 
from this consideration, they have no wish more warmly at heart 
than that the two countries should in commercial, as in other 
matters, be united by the closest ties of friendship and interest.”’ 

And in maintaining this policy we are glad to perceive the 
government are likely to have the powerful aid of a nobleman 
whose virtues endear him to all classes of men in this country, and 
whose talents entitle him to the highest place among statesmen. 
Lord Morpeth, in the great speech which he delivered, on his late 
triumphant return for the West Riding of Yorksire, said: —‘ I am 
not sure, though I know that therein I differ from many of my 
friends, and from many ardent free-traders in general, I am not 
sure, I say, that I shall feel myself called upon to dissent from the 
differences which he still wishes to retain between the admission of 
slave-grown and free-grown sugar (Cheers.) My doubt is whether 
he ean in practice realize that difference. But if he can, great as 
are the lengths I would always go in behalf of free-trade, I must 
ever disconnect from all fellowship with that glorious cause the 
blood-red flag of the slave-trade.” (loud cheers.) 

His lordship has seen slavery face to face; he has been brought 
into personal contact with the victims of the slave trade; he has 
witnessed the horrors and degradation, the sufferring and death 
conneeted with both ; and is capable of appreciating the motives 
which influence, and the arguments which sustain, the conscien- 
tious recommendation of those who, like himself, would ever 
disconnect from all fellowship with the glorious cause of free trade, 
the blood-red flag of the slave trade. 





_ From the annual return on “trade and navigation,” just laid 
before parliament, we learn that the total quantities of sugar 
received in this country during the years 1844 and 1845 were as 
follows :— 





ewt. cwt. 
British West Indies, 1844, 2,452,778 1845, 2,847,698 
British India, és 1,098,540 ,, 1,837,462 
Mauritius ‘ 540,640 ,, - 716,338 
Foreign free labour ,, ee 5 168,180 
», Other sorts ,, 777,900 __,, 741,603 
4,880,075 6,811,281 





The quantites retained for home consumption were 1844, 
4,139,983 cwt.; and 1845, 4,880,606; showing an increase in the 
demand for the latter year of 741,623 cwts. 





Since the annexation of Texas, a perfect mania appears to have 
seized the Southern politicians of the United States. | Not content 
with having devoted the fairest portion of the North American 
continent to the demon of slavery, they are now casting their 
longing eyes on Haiti. They wish to re-enslave its free inhab- 
itants. Availing themselves of the intestine feuds and distrac- 
tions which, at present, unhappily, rend the island, they are 


- using the basest arts for the accomplishment of their nefarious 


purposes, 
Mr. Calhoun sent an agent to Haiti, in the autumn of last year. 
His labors were, however, confined to the Spanish portion of the 
island ; there he is represented to have prepared the way for its 
recognition as an independent republic, in strict accordance with 
the policy or plan which was pursued towards Texas, and which 
has led to its absorption into the United States. 
' The papers which represent Mr, Calhoun and his party, exult in 





what they believe is a near event, namely, the subjugation of, what 
they term, “‘ the black and bloody republic,” by the arms of “ the 
white and more civilized races” of the country. These men, or 
rather traitors, are represented as ‘‘ calling upon the United States 
with out-stretched arms to protect them.”’ Nor do they call in 
vain. An American vessel, it is.said, was recently fitted out at 
Boston for Haiti, the crew of which were under engagement, when. 
they arrived there, to “serve for the Dominicans against the 
Haitians,” who are called “a barbarous and savage race of blacks, 
without morals, religion, or civil order; a prey to every species 
of licentiouness and crime.” Such are the means resorted to 
by unprincipled men, in the United States, to bring about their 
infamous designs. 

The idea of possessing Haiti has filled the slave-holders at 
Washington with delight. One of them says, in a letter to a New 
York paper, that he should not be surprised to learn that a large 
force would shortly go thither. ‘They want,” he says, “such a 
force there at this time to rescue the island from negro domination, 
and restore it to the white race to whom it properly belongs,” and 
he coolly adds—‘‘there are no existing treaties between the 
United States and Haiti, to prevent our citizens from going there 
in any character they please, and I know from what I have learned 
on the subject, that assistance of this sort would be accepted by the 
Dominican government, and ample provision made for those who 
would emigrate there for the purpose of sustaining the white 
government and people against the black savages, with whom 
they are contending for liberty and independence.” Oregon and 
Texas are, for the moment, cast into the shade in presence of this 
new enterprize. 

But the ‘chivalry of the south’ are not only panting to fly to 
the rescue of “the suffering thousands of their own race and 
religion,” to which their “‘humanity’”’ prompts them; but, influenced 
by a high sense of justice, they propose ‘‘in the event of conquering 
the Haitian part of the island to restore to those French citizens of 
the United States, or their descendents, the whole of the property of 
which they were plundered by the blacks at the period of the out- 
break ; ” and, “ by this just reversion of immense quantities of public 
domains to our citizens, to make the island of St. Domingo 
thoroughly American in the broadest sense of the term.” What 
madness, or what infamy, is here! We doubt not that a plot is 
hatching against Haiti; and we fear that the citizens of more than 
one country are engaged in it. 

Well, having obtained Haiti, what next? Cuba must be added 
to the union! The arguments used to justify this are irresistible: 
with the southern gentry. Here they are in epitome: ‘The 
planters of Cuba look to the United States as the only power to 
protect their slavery. They are apprehensive of England, whose 
embrace is fatal to their peculiar institution. The government of 
Spain is powerless to protect them in the event of an European 
war. The annexation of Cuba is now a cherished object with our 
slave-holders, and having a decided majority in the senate, by the 
the addition of the senators of Florida and Texas, they are able 
with the addition of three or four such states as New Hampshire, 
Maine, and Illinois, to command two-thirds of the senate, so as to 
ratify a treaty of purchase, though the amount paid were fifty 
millions of dollars.” . And here is the motive :—‘‘ Cuba would send . 
some four or six slave-holdiug senators, and fifteen or twenty repre- 
sentatives to Congress, making a great preponderance of the slave- 
holding power in this republic, without the aid of any more 
Mexican provinces.” But will the acquisition of these magnificent 
portions of the Antilles satisfy their territorial cupidity? By no 
means: It is the destiny of the United States, say they, to “unite 
and incorporate in one great and mighty republic, in one wonderful 
confederation of regular democracies, the whole of the continent. 
of North America, with the islands thereunto belonging.” Such 
are the ambitious projects of slave-holders, and their servile up- 
holders in the free states. 

Sensible men, on this side of the Atlantic, may marvel at these 
things, and question whether they be meant in sober seriousness. 
For our parts, we have no doubt that such is the case. Mr. Levy, 
the senator from Florida, who, in December last, proposed the cele- 
brated resolution in reference to the aunexation of Cuba, is not 
blamed for having entertained the project, but commended. It is 
merely thought that he “incautiously exposed the next great 
acquisition in contemplation, forgetful that secrecy is necessary ~ 
in this case.” It is historically true that the United States is, 
above all things, desirous of possessing Cuba ; but, supposing Spain 
were too weak to hold it, or even willing to part with it for money, 
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there is another power that must be consulted before the annexation 
can take place. 

It is painful and humiliating in the extreme to find the majority 
of the statesmen of the United States wedded to the institution of 
slavery ; and, regardless both of their honour and of their duty, 
devoting their country and its institutions to the scorn of mankind, 
and to the wrath of God. For that his retributive providence will 
repay them double for their iniquities no one can doubt, who 
believes that “ Hz 1s svst.” 





The friends of the anti-slavery cause will be gratified to learn 
that the manufacture of free labour cotton goods has commenced. 
We understand that a limited quantity of white and printed calicos, 
manufactured solely from cotton raised by free labour, may be seen 
or had on application to Mr. Joseph Chrimes, Marsden-square, 
Manchester. We earnestly hope that the benevolent originators of 
this enterprize will fully realize their best expectations. In con- 
nexion with this announcement, we would direct attention to an 





extract from a letter addressed to Joseph Sturge, from a friend at 
Philadelphia who is engaged with others in a similar undertaking. | 





We beg to direct the attention of our readers to the striking and 
beautiful poem on Biard’s celebrated picture of the slave-trade, 
with which we have enriched the present number of the Reporter. 
It will well repay perusal ; and when we add that it is from the 
pen of our worthy friend Bernarp Barton, we need add no 
more to recommend it to general notice. 





Poetrp. 


THE SLAVE.-SHIP. 
BY BERNARD BARTON. 


“ But oh what wish can prosper, or what prayer, 
For merchants rich in cargoes of despair; 
Who drive a loathsome traffic, guage and span 
And try the muscles and the bones of man!” 
CowPeEr. 


Ir is in truth a loathsome trade, 
A sordid traffic—to abhor ; 
Of which one feels asham’d—afraid, 
With which our nature is at war; 
For which no prayer can soar above, 
Unto that Gop whose name is Love ! 


And here, depicted to the life, 
Its hideous evils we behold ; 
Scenes with revolting horrors rife, 
Acted for cursed love of gold ; 
So harrowing that they almost seem 
The phantasms of a fiendish dream ! 
Cast on that negro-chief thy glance, 
Who cooly smokes his hookah there, 
With calm and unmoved countenance 
Amid that anguish and despair, 
Seeming no sympathy to know 
With human torture, human woe. 


Turn on that prostrate wretch thine eye, 
His brutal captor strides him o’er, 
His age, his wind, his strength to try, 
But to enhance his price the more ; 
And by his life’s protracted span 
° To make his market of the man! 


Or look on that young female slave, 

On whom the ruffian brands Ais name, 
The baser grovelling brute, who gave 

His dross to buy her slender frame; 
For what? Nay, ask not! Wherefore know 
The lowest depths of girlhood’s woe. 





With a yet deeper loathing turn 
To H1im—the demon of the scene, 
Who with phlegmatic unconcern 
Presides o’er ail with callous mien ; 
Driving with cold unaltered mood, 
Bargains in human flesh and blood. 








Yet he, too, was of woman born! 

Nay, he may bear the Christian name! 
But other feelings than thy scorn, 

That abject creature still may claim : 
Beyond e’en those he holds in thrall, 
He is the vilest slave of all ! 


Bond slave of satan and of sin, 

Of sordid passions low desires ; 
’Tis his a livelihood to win 

By deeds where mercy’s self expires, 
His victims may have hope on high, 
Which his poor gains can never buy. 
Pass we the dying and the dead, 

Who figure in this hapless throng, 
And still the weary eye is led 

To coming scenes of cruel wrong ; 
Bringing more slaves their captor’s prize 
To swell this Molovh sacrifice. 
Great God! and all these things are done, 

By creatures for thy glory made, 
Like to thyself, for whom thy Son 

His spotless life a ransom paid ; 
For he that matchless offering gave, 
Both for the oppressor and the slave. 


How long, O righteous Lord! how long 
Will thy forbearance yet allow, 

Scenes which nor painter’s art nor poet’s song, 
In their atrocity can show ; 

To brand with infamy’s worst shame 

The human and the Christian name. 


Thou who hast made and fashioned all, 
That all might praise and honour Thee, 
To these Thy children held in thrall, 
A Father still vouchsafe to be : 
Be Thou the slave’s strong refuge tower, 
Sustain him by thine arm of power. 


And in thy own appointed time, 
Break by thy might’s resistless stroke, 
The links which craft and force and crime, 
Have forg’d to frame their galling yoke ; 
Like Samson’s wythes these links shall be, 
When thou shalt speak the words, ‘‘ Bz Frer!”’ 


For them—thine erring children still, 
Who thus thy creatures dare oppress ; 
And by foul wrong and outrage fill, 
Their brimming cup of bitterness ; 
Even from these, though hard of heart, 
Let not thy mercies clean depart ! 


Thou canst the obdurate bosom melt, 
Unseal blind eyes, unstop deaf ears, 

And give to those who ne’er have felt 
For Afric’s wrongs—contrition’s tears ; 

Leading them by thy gospel’s ray, 

To put the accursed thing away ! 


But once more turn we, ere we close 
The strain, our artist’s work to view, 
There may be who abhor such woes, 
Who own their portraiture is true ; 
And yet with sickly sympathy 
Would veil them from the public eye! 
The Spartan—when it was his aim 
His son from drunkenness to save ; 
To brand the vice with added shame, 
Made drunk some poor and abject slave, 
Whose degradation might impress 
That crime in all its odiousness ! 
Our artist here, with higher skill, 
To cure a wider ill hath striven ; 
In misery’s depths —a deeper still 
Hath sounded! and a picture given, 
Which even “‘ he who runs may read ;”’ 
At which the hardest heart mighi bleed. 
It is revolting to our sight ; 
’Tis but the semblance of a scene, 
Acted in open day’s broad light, 
By beings wearing man’s proud mien ! 
Oh! bear in mind this truth sublime, 
Those who allow it—share the crime! 
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For Aut allow it who withhold 
Their earnest solemn strong protest, 
Against its evils manifold, 
Until those evils be redrest ! 
And upon injured Afric’s shore, 
A slave-ship shall be seen no more ! 





TRADE IN COLONIAL AND TROPICAL PRODUCE. 

The following facts, from some of the principal annual circulars of the 
present year, will show what is the present state of the supplies of the 
prineipal articles of colonial and tropical produce, and what has been the 
progress of the trade in those articles during the last five years. 

The article of sugar is that in which the largest amount of British 
capital is invested, and it is gratifying to see that the quantity of this 
article raised by the emancipated negroes in the West Indies and the 
Mauritius, and by the free labour in British India, is now larger than that 
raised either by free or slave labour in any other country in the world. 
The imports from the West Indies, the Mauritius, and the East Indies, 
have been as follows during the last five years :— 

In 1841, the quantity raised in the West Indies had fallen off most 
alarmingly, partly owing to dry seasons, ‘and partly to the want of a good 
understanding between the negro labourers and the planters. That year 
it only amounted to 121,925 hogsheads and 12,225 tierces. From that 
time it has continued to increase steadily, until last year it amounted to 
157,200 hogsheads and 20,075 tierces. The import in each year was as 
follows :— 

Hhds, Tierces. 
1845 wecseeceeeseseese 157,200 20,075 
1844 wccccecseveseees 138,150 16,395 
BBAS ncicccccccseccse 243,100 13,640 
BOIS woccccccccscccee 295,910 15,065 
WEL oc ccccciscccees 121,295 12,225 
As the weather was very Riveeihhi to the crops last year, and as the 
West India agriculture is improving daily, there is every reason to hope 
that the importation from the West Indies this year will not fall far short 
of the average imports in the time of slavery, and certainly there is much 
less complaint amongst the planters and the West India interest at 
present, than there was during the last fifteen years of slavery. 

From the East Indies, which did not exceed 10,000 tons of sugar to this 
country in 1830, there was received last year 774,960 bags. This is the 
largest quantity ever imported from India; larger by 50,000 bags than 
the importation of 1841, when the price of sugar was nearly double what 
it is at present. As the prices are now several shillings a cwt. higher than 
they were when the supply of last year was shipped, a still greater increase 
is expected to take place this year. Some of the estimates go as high as 
110, or even 120,000 tons. The following is the return of imports from 
the East Indies, for the last five years :~- 

Bags, &c. 


VAS cccccccccscccccesccccece 194,960 
VB44 ceccceececcccceccecceeee 704,600 
WB4D ccvsiccccvoscccccccescccs 659,485 
TB4Z wccccccccccccccccccccees 525,500 
TOAD ick eddies iccdecccccoee TIT A00 
From the Mauritius the supply is also very ‘arge, in comparison with the 
two preceding years of moderate prices, though not equal to one of the 
years of high prices. It is as follows :— 
Bags. 


1845 .cccccecccsccceseseesess 529,000 
1844 wccecececceccceecvesesss 403,545 
TEAS co ceccccevccerccsces seee 365,145 
TEAS oc ccnccccccccvccccccccce SG,070 
TOAD co cecccvccccoscccccceses  ON7,a00 


The quantity of foreign sugar imported last year was greater than in any 
previous year, except 1841 (when our own supply was so extensively 
deficient), and the quantity refined in bond was also much greater. 

Of molasses, the quantity imported last year was 47,690 casks of British, 
and 21,555 of foreign ; and of rum, 34,605 puncheons of West Indian, 
6,540 of East Indian, and 865 of foreign. 

The quantity of coffee imported from the West Indies appears to have 
diminished in nine years from 12,325 tierces and 6,270 barrels, to 7,360 
tierces and 5,405 barrels; that of Ceylon (where coffee cultivation is 
extending wonderfully, owing to the large supplies of labourers who can 
be obtained from India for picking the berry, and who come over like the 
Irish labourers in harvest time) to have increased from 58,020 bags in 
1841, to 183,290 bags in 1845 ; that of the East Indies to have increased 
considerably, that is, from 48,680 casks in 1844, to 63,530 in 1845; and 
that of foreign to have increased as rapidly as that of Ceylon, that is, 
from 58,480 casks to 138,000. 

The history of the cotton trade is so well known, that only one or 
two points connected with it require to be referred to. 
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The total quantity of cotton imported into this country last year 
was 1,856,866 bales; of which 1,500,368 were American, 111,728 Bra- 
zilian, 155,045 East Indian, 81,423 Egyptian, and 8,225 West Indian. 

The only two countries in which the growth of cotton for the English 
market appears to be increasing are the United States and Egypt. ~In 


Brazil the quantity raised last year, though rather larger than that raised 


in the years 184], ’42, and ’43, is less than that raised in 1833 and 1834. 
In the supply from the East and West Indies the decrease is still greater, 
as will be seen from the following table :-- 
E. India, W. India. 

1845 .eseccceceeeee 155,045 8,295 

1844 ...cecceccsece 239,748 18,235 

1843 ...eceseceeees 181,992 19,623 

TEAS cc ccccccccccee 254,770 20,740 


TBAT cn cscccccccece 275,773 34,050 
TB40 ..ccccccecceee 216,651 23,831 
TBSD 2. ccccccccecee 132,830 37,000 
TBSB nc ccccccvccces 107,480 31,180 
TBST ccccccccsceces 144,350 30,270 
IBIS ccccccccccees - 107,410 31,180 
1837 .cecceeeseeses 144,350 30,270 


1836 cs cscsccecs 218,830 35,770 

This decline in the quantity of evtboni imported from the British posses- 
sions is chiefly owing to the low price of that article in the English market, 
which has had the double effect of discouraging the growth of cotton in 
India, and of directing the greater part of what is grown to the markets 
of China. At the present low prices, cotton barely pays (if it does pay) 
the American planter, who, however, still goes on growing, because there 
is nothing else which he can grow, except in that part of Louisiana which 
is suitable for sugsr. The English laws, however, give the East Indian 
cultivator a share of the monopoly of supplying the English market with 
sugar; until lately they gave him high protecting duties on his indigo, and 
the great demand in this country for tea and other articles of Chinese 
produce give him a practical monopoly of the opium market. Hence he 
turns his attention chiefly to those articles, paying comparatively little 
attention to cotton, on which there is not now a farthing of protection. 

Under these circumstances, the importation of East India cotton into this 
country is likely to decrease every year, unless, indeed, president Polk 
and General Cass should succeed in involving this country in a war with 
the United States. Should that happen, the price would immediately rise, 
and if the war should continue half a dozen years, the Indian, Egyptian, 
Brazilian, and West Indian cotton-growers would get so strong a hold on 
the cotton market as would render it exceedingly difficult to displace them 
at the end of it. 

Another very remarkable fact in connexion with the cotton trade is the 
yearly increase of the quantity stored in this country from season to season. 
At the close of the year 1835, the stock of cotton in this country only 
amounted to 230,900 bales, and of this not more than 102,270 was 
American. From that time it had increased rapidly, until the total stock 
at the close of 1845 was 1,055,270, of which not less than 690,450 bales 
were American.— Liverpool Times. 





Colontal Entelliqenre. 


JamMaica.—The news from this colony is of no great importance, 
beyond the fact that the governor, Lord Elgin, is devoting his best 
energies to secure its prosperity. The Falmouth Post represents him as 
‘* Striving by all possible means to improve the system under which 
estates are so dreadfully mismanaged ;’’ and adds, ‘‘ the hope entertained 
of returning prosperity has been to a great extent realized. The sugar 
crop of 1845, has caused an increase in the value of property, and although 
the returns this year will not be so abundant, the prospect before us is far 
from being of a discouraging nature. Science and British capital have 
come and are continuing to come to our aid.”’ 

The Post, however, does not give a very flattering account of the 
Jamaica legislature. It says :—‘‘ The fact is, that the Jamaica House of 
Assembly has no patriots to boast of—and there are in it, but a few—a 
very few men, who are actuated by honest and independent principles. 
Many get returned for the purpose of looking after the ‘loaves and fishes ;’’ 
the object of others is to serve} with slavish obedience the ‘‘will and 
pleasure” of their employers in England ; a third party seeks to mystify 
the clauses of every bill that is introduced, in order to create differences 
of opinion and expensive law suits.’’ Under this state of things it despairs 
of seeing secured to the colony ‘‘a system of pure and creditable legisla- 
tion.”’ 

Hix Cooiies.—The Baptist Herald gives a sad account of the state 
of the Coslies. From a correspondent|in the parish of Clarendon, the editor 
learns that ‘‘ the Coolies, both men aud women work in the field, many of 
them in a state of nudity, and hardly any of them decently clothed; that 
many of them are suffering from severe sickness, and are so covered with 
sores asto be unable to work. According to agreement, these ought to 
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be provided for, but such, it is reported, is not the case; those who cannot 
work get no pay. Their complaints on the subject of wages are loud and 
numerous, and they generally state their determination to leave their em- 
ployment as soon as they are free; their belief is that they are slaves. 
By their own driver, or superintendent, they are often severely beaten, and 
many of them have lately run away from their employment on this 
account, and have only been induced to return by the interference of the 
general superintendent. They work in gangs by themselves—-the negroes 
appear sincerely to pity them.” 

LrpzraTED AFRICANS.—From tle same source we learn that the 


young Africans who came to the colony by the Glen Huntly, arid were. 


hired out under contract to ‘‘ act as laborers on the Pen, in minding cattle 
hoeing grass, picking pimento, and other light work,’ for which they 
were to be clothed, fed, lodged, educated, and found in medical attendance 
when required, have been much neglected and oppressed. The Baptist 
Herald says :—‘' Now we can prove that these children were not decently 
clothed, received no. instruction, were sometimes half starved, and were 
engaged in mending the queen’s high-way, carrying and breaking stones, 
cutting down trees, &c., and were never allowed to go to a school or 
chapel, or to see their countrymen on a neighbouring property. These 
things were laid before his excellency the governor, and no examination 
or redress has taken place.’’ 


SLAVE-DEALER CAUGHT.—The Cornwall Chronicle reports the arrival, 
at Montego Bay, of the American brigantine Integrity, under peculiar 
circumstances. This vessel, it seems, is commanded by a man named 
Frisby, and was bound from Hayti to New York. She had encountered 
severe weather, and was about being taken to Lucea, to procure a supply 
of water, when she was boarded by a pilot, (a Mr. Shalland,) who recog- 
nized in the “‘ skipper’’ an old acquaintance. It appears that Captain 
Frisby had visited Montego Bay in the year 1837, and, at the time of his 
departure, took thence a woman named Rebecca Scarlett, and a black lad, 
(Edward Dunstone,) the former as a nurse, and the latter as a steward. 
Both of these persons were “ subsequently soldSby him as slaves, in the 
United States of America.”’ For this infringement of the “ law of nations ’’ 
he was brought up in due form, and committed to jail for further exami- 
nation. The greatest excitement followed his seizure. 

Trinipap.—LiBERATED AFrricans.—The barque Isabella Thompson, 
from Sierra Leone, has just come to anchor. She was one of the transports 
sent out from London to that] place for {immigrants for Trinidad, but to 
our disappointment she has arrived without bringing one. 

The barque Senator arrived yesterday from Sierra Leone, in 23 days, 
with 235 immigrants, of whom 145 are women. This will prove a timely 
and acceptable arrival to our planters, who are, just now particularly, in 
want of additional labour to gather in the crop. The people are chiefly 
liberated Africans.— Standard, Jan. 5. 

Baitisn Guiana.—Coottes.—The barque Nestor, 458 tons, 82 days 
from Madras, arrived to-day with 233 immigrants, namely :— 

188 males 
37 females 
8 children 


233 Total. 
The above are to be located on the following estates, viz. :—Coffee Grove, 
Sparta, Windsor Castle, Hampton Court, Devonshire Castle, and Better 
Success. We are happy to say that they have all arrived in excellent 
health, and that there was not one death on board during the passage.— 
Gazette, Dec. 27. 

Tue Froccine Orpinance.—This ordinance is exciting the deepest 
indignation among the emancipated classes in British Guiana. It has 
passed through two of its stages, and was expected _to pass through its last 
when the mail left. With the exception of the Government paper, the 
Royal Gazette, it is condemned both as impolitic and unnecessary. 
Emery’s Journal, of the 17th January, speaks of it in the following 
terms :— 

‘ The danger of suffering a legislature, not amenable to the people, to 
exercise uncontrolled functions, has been wonderfully exemplified in the 
history of what is termed ‘The Thirty-nine Stripes’ Act.’ An old 
law existed, by which the punishment of forty lashes, save one, could be 
inflicted, for petty crimes, by the inferior criminal court, composed of a 
sheriff, a gentleman not legally educated, and three or four other gentle- 
men, the proprietors or factors of estates. Very properly, this provision 
of the law, so strongly calculated to lead to tyranny on one hand, and the 
revival of the most odious reminiscences of the slave-time on the other, 
was permitted to fall into disuse. Nay, the secretary of state would not 
allow even the supreme court to carry out so degrading an infliction. In 
an evil hour, the governor and court of policy, designing to augment the 
jurisdiction of the inferior criminal court, projected the re-enactment of 
the lashing clause, accompanying it with a clause authorizing the same 
petty tribunal to exact a pecuniary fine of £20, and to order banishment 
to the penal settlement for six months. 

“« If ever human beings, white, black, or brown, had a right to remon- 
strate, the mass of our population was entitled to do so in this instance. 
Tt was not a question of the indiscriminate extension of a franchise, On 








the contrary, the more ignorant a peasant was, the more imminent was his 
liability to stripes and transportation. Meetings of peasants, whose in- 
telligence would astound an absentee, meetings, be it observed, confined 
to a small district of the colony, have sufficed to prove that the emanci- 
pated African, as he can be no longer bought and sold, can be rio longer 
oppressed with impunity. The determination of the several convocations 
has been, to appeal from the governor, in whom confidence is no longer 
reposed, to the monarch herself.’’ 

The Congregational Record, and the Instructor, are loud in their con- 
demnation of this law; and even the Guiana Times swells the number of its 
opponents. The Record earnestly exhorts the people to control their feel- 
ings and confine themselves to remonstrance and petition. At the same 
time it entveats the legislators of the colony not to try the people too far 
‘* by laws whose natural tendency is to create and give impetus to discon- 
tent and revenge.’? The Instructor says, ‘‘ the Plantocracy of Guiana 
wish to bring back a state of things here that shall be as nearly as possible 
like the state of accursed sLAvERY, from which the African race in this 
colony, no thanks, however, to the Plantocrats, have been permitted to 
escape.’”’ The cry of all the friends of good government is ‘‘ Reror™,’’ 
and truly it is needed in the colony of British Guiana. 

Sr. Lucta.— Rerucers.—Five refugees, from Martinique slavery, 
arrived here safely on the 26th of December, having outwitted and out- 
sailed their pursuers, who, soon after their landing on our wharf, appeared 
at the offing, in an armed schooner.—Palladium, Jan. 3. 

Barsapos.—In glancing hastily over our files from this colony, the 
first thing that attracts our eye as important, is a marked improvement in 
the public revenue, showing an increase on the last year of no less than 
£10,000 sterling over the expenditure. 

Dominica :—Exports AND Imports. The produce shipped in 1845, 
3,189 hogsheads, 738 tierces, and 2628 barrels of sugar ; molasses, 1,055 
puncheons and 8 hogsheads; rum, 298 puncheons, 13 hogsheads, and 
7 qr. casks ; coffee, 75,427 lbs. ; cocoa, 17,916 lbs, The imports during 
the year have amounted to £641,015. 


Foreign Entelligenee. 


Unitep States :—The following extracts from the American press 
will no doubt interest our readers :— 


New Yorx.—Cassius M. Clay, the eloquent champion of freedom, 


has recently paid a visit to New York, and addressed, in his usual fervid 
style, a large body of its citizens on the subject of abolition. One of the 
New York papers describes the audience as the largest ever gathered 
together under one roof in that city, and says that “‘ Mr. Clay was 
received with three deafening cheers for himself, and three for the liberty 
of the press,’’ so shamefully violated in his case at Lexington, Kentucky. 
We give a few extracts as illustrations of Mr. Clay’s opinions on the 
subject of emancipation :— 

‘¢ Whilst I am not insensible to the injuries inflicted on the African race— 
the almost countless miseries and tortures which many of them have 
endured for centuries ; whilst I admit fully that God has given rights 
which are marked as clearly on the most dusky face of that injured race— 
still I must insist that I am mainly actuated by a still higher motive—the 
greater motive of achieving the complete independence and liberty of 
my own, the white Anglo-Saxon, race of America! (Much applause.) 
And God has so ordered it that you cannot trench upon any —the humblest, 
meanest link, in the great chain of humanity— but the injury will reach to 
the highest link, and draw all down with it to destruction. (Applause. ) 
I advocate, then, not only the interests and liberties of the African, but 
also those of the 18,000,000 of whites who should have been freemen on 
this soil of the United States. (Loud applause.) 

‘* He did not, he said, assume the credit of any peculiar sagacity in 
advocating emancipation. He had only to look around him to see the evils 
of slavery, He drew.a vivid contrast between the free and slave states, 
in the arts and sciences, in mechanics, in agriculture, in education, in mo- 
rality, and all that makes a people great, virtuous, and intelligent. He said : 
I know that there are shrewd men and intelligent as they are accounted, 
who contend that it is better to keep these 3,000,000 of human beings in 
slavery, because we get the proceeds or profits of their labours. But if 
this be true—which it is not—if this were true—frightful as it would be 
thus to obtain wealth only by human suffering and blood—by trampling 
into the dust all human rights and blessings—how horrible must it be to 
find that with all this outrage such is not the case. That gold being the 
god they worshipped—when by violation of all laws, human and divine, 


‘they expected to grasp it, and found nothing but an ashen apple remained 


—to their utter destruction. (Much applause, mingled with a few hisses. ) 
. 7 * * * * ae 

“T love the South! (Applause.) It is my birthplace. I am a 

Southern man with Northern principles! (Applause and laughter.) I 

love my country, and would make her great and glorious. (Much 

applause.) And it is because I would make her great and glorious that J 

thus tell her of her faults, (Very general applause.) : : 
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* Shall I speak of the morals of the South? That other portion of the 
human being forming the great unity ?—They tell us in the South that 
slavery is the great shield of morality—in the whites. If that were true, 
which it is not--if that were even true, yet who could say that God is a 
God of justice and of mercy, and yet admit it as an argument? As well 
might you point to the state of society in Great Britain ; but who would 
argue in relation to the classes there that there was less crime among the 
aristocracy of Englaad than among the great mass? Would that be a 
fair comparison? No! You must take men and women as you find 
them, and thus, in our statistics of morals you would have there to dot 
down 3,000,000 of abandoned men and women to begin with, and that at 
onee shuts out all comparison.--Have you looked at the records of blood 
and murder ? at the the fatal rencontres? at the street fights ? at the duels, 
where mot by man’s code (though in the eye of God) the deliberate 
killing of a man in an arranged fight is as much murder as stabbing him 
in the dark ? Where are your divorces most numerous? Where but in 
the south, with several hundreds annually; and yet we are told that 
chastity in the south far exceeds what exists in the North. (Applause.) 

‘*I¢ is an inevitable result of the laws of God and man, that where a man 
violates one great law, he will, with but here and there an exception, sooner 
or later, violate all the rest. This very principle of slavery is the sub- 
version of the greatest law of nature. It is the law of force; and when 
that law of force—when Lynch law is abolished, then slavery dies.’’ 

At the close of Mr. Clay’s address, a series of resolutions were carried, 
amidst great cheering, to the following effect :—That the meeting regarded 
the destruction of the ‘Free American’ press, as a direct attack on the 
liberty of speech and the rights of man, deserving the severest repre- 
hension; that they tendered to Mr. Clay their fervent gratitude for his 
struggles and sacrifices in the cause of universal freedom ; and assured him 
that their ardent sympathy would follow him in all his future efforts in 
the cause of emancipation. 

Mr, Lewis Tappan, in a letter to Joseph Sturge, dated 30th of 
January last, thus adverts to Mr. Clay’s visit to New York :— 

‘¢ Cassius M. Clay has been on avisit. He addressed the largest audience 
I ever saw at the Broadway Tabernacle, and was greatly applauded. It 
was quite interesting to see white and coloured persons sitting promis- 
cuously, and the sentiments applauded, for uttering which some of us 
were mobbed ten years ago. Clay is a bold, intelligent, and interesting 
man, He had invitations to address meetings at Boston, Brooklyn, 
Albany, &c., but was obliged to decline them.’’ 

There is a bill before the Legislature of Kentucky to put down Clay’s 
paper and stop him; but whether the enemies of a free press will 
accomplish any thing it is impossible to say. 

Kenrucxy.—On the 9th of January last, a bill was laid before the 
Senate of this State, containing the following enactments. Under the 
second section it is proposed to crush Mr. Clay’s paper, or any other 
attempt to enlighten the public on the enormous evils of slavery. 


Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth 
Kentucky. That so much of the 3rd section of an act, approved 
5th, 1845, entitled an act to amend an act, entitled an act to 
amend ge Oa concerning slaves, and for a page approved 
January » 1830, as requires persons convi of an attempt to 
entice away any slave or slaves from the service of their owner 
or owners, to give security, be, and the same is hereby, repealed; and 
that hereafter, if any person shall be convicted of an attempt to persuade 
or entice away any or slaves from the service or employment of their 
lawful owner or owners, or the person in possession, within this common- 
ith, that each and every person so offending, shall, on conviction 
f be confined in the jail and penitentiary house of this commonwealth, 
for a period not exceeding one year, nor more than five years, at the 
discretion of a jury. 
Sec. 2. Be it further enacted. That hereafter it shall not be lawful 
amy person or persons to utter, publish, or circulate, within the limits 
of this commonwealth, and amongst the good people thereof, any pamphlet, 
, circular letter, or other written or printed paper, of any 
a whatsoever, of a seditious character or tendency, the effect of 
be calculated to render the slaves in this commonwealth 
1 with their condition, or excite said slaves to insurrection or 
rebellion against the laws of this commonwealth, or to the authority of 
their lawful owners; or to utter or publish, orally, any matter, the 
object or effect of which may be to induce insurrection or insubordination 
amongst the slaves of this commonwealth, or bring into contempt 
the lawful authority of the owner of slaves; and every persen xo 
offending shall, for either of the said offences, be subject to an indictment 
or presentment of a grand jury of the county in which the offence may 
be committed, an? conviction thereof, may be fined in any sum not 
dollars, nor more than one thousand dollars, in the 
discretion of 2 jury ; and upon failure to pay such fine, may be imprisoned 
in the jail of the county where such indictment or presentment may be found, 


unti] such fine and the costs of the prosecution are paid. 
Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That if any person shall hereafter 
Geese shila Wieess ahviecy So teat Ghuutal by tov, cing, aeteg, 
state not w, aiding, ing, 
nadaiing, concealing, or assisting any slave or slaves, belonging to any 
of this commonwealth, to make his, her, or their escape, from 
vful owner or owners, such person or persons, so offending, shall 
be deemed guilty of away such slave or slaves from the county 
in which slave or slaves, or either of them, may have resided, unless 
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@ citizen of this commonwealth; and such persons shall, on 
of any such offence, be confined in the jail and penitentiary 
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house of this commonwealth, for a period of not less than one year, nor 
more than five years. 

Sec. 4. Beit further enacted, That if any free negro or mulatto 
shall be guilty of either of the offences heretofore enumerated in this act, 
he or she shall, on conviction thereof, be confined in the jail and - 
tiary house of this commonwealth, for a period not less than five, nor 
more than twenty years. 

“Sec. 5. Be tt further enacted, That it shall be the duty of each of 
the circuit judges of this commonwealth to give this act in charge to each 
and every grand-jury summoned before their respective courts, and see 
that it is faithfully executed, 

MARYLAND.—An unusual degree of activity exists in the slave states 
at the present time, to prevent the light penetrating any further, lest it 
should endanger the cherished institutions of slavery, An estimable 
gentleman, Dr. J. E, Snodgrass, has, for some time past, published a paper, 
entitled the Baltimore Saturday Visiter, devoted to the cause of morals 
and religion, and, in a mild way, to advocate the peaceful emancipation 
of the slave-population in the state of Maryland. For this it has been 
seriously proposed by one of the most important and wealthy slaye- 
holders of the state, that he should be prosecuted, and his paper put 
down as a nuisance. The name of this slave-holder is Clagett, Being a 
member of the Legislature, he ‘‘ submitted,’’ says the Baltimore Sun, 
‘* preambles and resolutions, that as in the opinion of this House the 
Saturday Visiter, a paper published in Baltimore by J. E. Snodgrass, is 
an incendiary paper, in view of ch, 325 of 1833, and is calculated to create 
discontent and stir up insurrection among the people of colour of this 
state: therefore, 

“‘ Resolved,—That the governor be requested to institute such legal 
proceedings against the said Snodgrass, as in his judgment sHALL SEEM 
BEST TO CONVICT HIM Of a violation of said act of 1835, and to abate said 
newspaper as a public nuisance.”’ 

Against this proceeding Dr. Snodgrass has made his appeal to the 
members of the General Assembly of the State. It is manly and christian. 
It fully exposes the falsehoods to which>Mr. Clagett did not consider it 
beneath his dignity to resort, in order to ruin this worthy man, We give 
its concluding paragraph: ‘‘ One word more, and J shall close the present 
consideration of this subject, intending to resume it in my own paper, 
where I can treat it, if needful, more at length, and with more freedom of 
utterance. It is this: Whatever issue may await me, I shall hold myself 
fully prepared to meet it. Not aware that I have violated any law of 
Maryland, and conscious of the rectitude of my public course, I cannot 
consent to be either bullied from the path of duty’ by the denunciations of 
men utterly incapable of appreciating the motives or deeds of less selfish 
men, or deprived of my rights, contrary to the guarantees of the consti- 
tution under which I live. The ‘ liberty of speech and of the press’ shall 
ever find in me the sincerest of defenders, while tyranny in all its forms 
may ever expect to encounter the most unyielding opposition. These 
sentiments, I beg the reader to believe, are uttered with the calm determi- 
nation of a settled purpose never to give over while the momentous issues 
between virtue and vice, truth and falsehood, freedom and slavery, are 
calling so urgently for the best exertions of all earth’s true-hearted sons.’’ 

It appears that on the discussion Mr. Claggett’s resolutions were ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Froripa.—A dreadful case of lynching recently took place on the 
border line between Georgia and Florida. A man named Yeomans was 
captured in December last by a set of regulators, for stealing negroes, 
both slave and free, and selling them in other states. It appears he had 
been previously arrested, but had obtained his release under a writ of 
habeas corpus. The regulators retook him, tried and convicted him after 
their fashion, and sentenced him to death by a vote of sixto one. When 
the unhappy man found that his doom was sealed, our account says he 
“¢ fell as though he had been shot, but soon recovered, and asked the 
presiding officer to pray for him. He called upon a preacher of the 
gospel, three or four of whom were present, participating in the pro- 
ceedings, to pray for the prisoner ; and strange to say, every man present 
knelt upon the ground, and joined in a most solemn and impressive 
prayer to God, that he would grant the wretched criminal that mercy 
which they themselves were in the act of refusing him! What a melan- 
choly picture does this account present of the dehumanizing and 
demoralizing tendency of slavery. 

PensyLvania :—Extract of a letter from Samuel Rhoades to Joseph 
Sturge, dated Blockley, near Philadelphia, 30th of Ist month, 1846. “I re- 
ceived a letter two days ago from an agent (a resident of Indiana, ) who has 
been operating for us in Missisippi. He has purchased all the cotton we 
wished, (60 bales) and it is probably on the way to Philadelphia. Hehas tra- 
velled through a large part of N. Mississippi, collecting much important and 
interesting information. Great interest appears to be excited amongst the 
small planters who do not own slaves, and they are disposed to erect gins 
in such localities as will render them available to a number of planters. 
At present the gins are owned by large slave-holders, and our agent was 
under the necessity of hiring white men in some instances to do his 
ginning; in others, he employed slaves and paid them extra wages by 


consent of their masters; and during the Christmas holidays, when they 


are set at liberty to work on their own account, he had them at the gins. 
He has traversed the country more than 500 miles, making arrangements 
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for getting cotton next season, &c,, and it is evident that his operations 
have raised a general interest on the subject. Doubtless our consistent 
testimfony against slavery has thus been brought home to the consciences 
of hundreds in the midst of a slave state. May an over-ruling providence 
bless the bread thus cast upon the waters! An agent, says he, has had 
much to contend with in this business, sometimes of an unpleasant 
character, but adds: ‘though shall I say that our path has appeared to 
be guarded by divine providence, for which we ought to be exceedingly 
thankful, and I think we are.’ He had been about three months in 
Missisippi, and when he wrote was going further south.’’ 


Vineinta:—Welearn from the Colonization Journal that Judge Leigh, 
the executor of John Randolph, has purchased a large tract of land in 
Mercer County, Ohio, on which to locate the slaves, some 300, manu- 
mitted by that remarkable man. A large quantity of land in Mercer 
County, comprising three or four townships, is now owned nearly alto- 
gether by coloured persons. 


Texas :—The work of annexation being now finished, we have thought 
proper to place on record a few memorials of the conclusion, for general 
information and fature reference. We give first the entire provision res- 
pecting slavery, in the new constitution of Texas. The clause is as 
follows : 

** SLAVES, 

** Section 1.—The legislature shall have no power to pass laws for the 
emancipation of slaves, without the consent of their owners, nor without 
paying their owners, previous to such emancipation, an equivalent in 
money for the slaves so emancipated. They shall have no power to 
prevent emigrants to this State from bringing with them such persons as 
are deemed slaves by the laws of the United States, so long as any 
person of the same age or description shall be continued in slavery by 
the laws of this State: Provided, ‘Ihat such slave be the bona fide pro- 
perty of such emigrants : Provided, also, that laws shall be passed tc 
prohibit the introduction, into this State, of slaves who have committed 
high crimes in other States or territories. They shall have the right to 

pass laws to permit the owners of slaves to emancipate them, saving the 
of creditors, and preventing them from becoming a public charge. 
They shall have full power to pass laws which will oblige the owners of 
slaves to treat them with humanity-; to provide for them necessary food 
and clothing ; to abstain from all injuries to them, extending to life and 
limb ; and, in.case of their neglect or refusal to comply with the directions 
of such laws, to have such slave or slaves taken from such owner or owners. 
They may pass laws to prevent such slaves from being brought into this 
State as merchandize only. 

** Section 2.—In the prosecution of slaves for crimes of a higher grade 
than petit larceny, the legislature shall have no power to deprive them of 
an impartial trial by a petit jury. 

*‘Section 3.-—-Any person who shall maliciously dismember, or deprive 
a slave of life, shall suffer such punishment as would be inflicted, in case 
the like offence had been inflicted upon a free white person, and on. the 
like proof, except in case of insurrection of such slaves.’ 

Texas papers have been received here to the 1st of January, which state 
that the election in Texas has resulted in the election of J. P. Henderson 
for governor, and 4, C. Horton for lieut. governor. There were seventy- 
five members elected to the legislature, sixty-five of whom are Houston 
Democrats. It was said that Gen. Houston would not only himself 
be elected to the United States Senate by a large majority, but that he 
would also select his colleague. 


Haiti :—Americans in the Dominican Service.—The American bark 
Alert, recently purchased by the Dominican Government, to be fitted as 
a vessel of war, has been got in readiness, and she mounts twenty 24. 
pounders, and two swivels of the same or greater calibre. She is 
represented as being commanded by a “fine, young, cool, calm, and 
daring American, and a picked crew of fifty able and prime seamen.” 


Surinam :—lIn consequence of a great scarcity of food in this colony, 
the governor, R. F. Van Raders, issued an order on the 6th of January 
last, granting permission to vessels from British North America to 
import food on the same terms with those from the United States. 
The order specifically alludes to ‘‘the existing scarcity of provisions, 
principally for the poorer classes and slaves,’’ as the motive for this 
relaxation of the existing law. 


Cusa :—By recent advices from Cuba we have been put in possession 
of a piece of information of a very singular and somewhat startling cha- 
racter. After all the negotiation, trouble, waste of lives, and expenditure 
of treasure, which the British government has incurred for the suppression 
of the slave-trade, and the extinguishment of slavery, we have the remark- 
able fact that a number of Englishmen, and a very large amount of British 
capital are employed in the island of Cuba in the encouragement of 
slavery and the slave-trade. The copper mines of Cuba are superintended 
by Englishmen, and chiefly worked by English capital, and we find that 
about 5000 slaves are worked night and day in these mines. Their owners 
receive twelve dollars per month for their hire, besides which they are 
fed by the employer. What brilliant encouragement for the perpetuation 
of slavery; what an exciting stimulus for pushing the slave-trade, and 
securing the enormous revenue of 720,000 dollars, and all this by the 
encouragement of British enterprize and British capital! What the 
government does, her subjects undo; or in the words of a writer on the 








d 


same-subject, ‘“ This notable country builds up with one hand what it is 
trying to pull down with the other.’’ 

N ene gretuniie.to question, the .peaptiats. of, the. ituitide anastenanh 
making the carrying of the slave-trade by British subjects piracy, This 
is a restriction of private enterprise, for the attainment of a. glorious 
and holy object ; and general opinion concurs in its propriety and justice. 
If public interference in a particular description of private undertakings 
be justifiable in one instance, for a given purpose, it is justifiable in all 


cases for the same purpose; and we can see no reason why a sweeping — 


enactment should not be passed, declaring it to be illegal for Englishmen 
to be concerned in undertakings, having for their direct tendency the 
upholding of slavery, and the encouragement of the slave-trade. Either 
the penalties annexed to slave carrying by British subjects are unjust, 


and ought to be abolished, or the British goverment will be justified in 


restraining its subjects, the result of which will be the indirect but inevi- 
table encouragement of slave trafic.—Jamaica Morning Journal. 


The prospects of the sugar crops for the present year are represented as 
indicating great abundance. 


Crrcassta:—The Times’ Correspondent, writing from Trebisond, 
under date the 5th of January last, communicates the folowing painful 
intelligence :—‘ The communications between Anatolia and the Circassian 
coast are now more frequent than they have been for some time past. It 
appears beyond a doubt that General Budberg, who commands the Russian 
forts upon the eastern coast of the Black Sea, has received orders from 
Prince Woronzoff not to interfere with the traffic of slaves between the 


Turks and Circassians. The Russian fleet, which in former years remained ~ 


in the various ports between Kertsch and Bedut Kalch as late as the 
month of November, in order to prevent communication with Anatolia, 
and to chase the vessels of the slave-merchants, this year withdrew to 
Sebastopol as early as September. General Woronzoff has even noti- 
fied to the chiefs of the Circassian army that Russia would for the future 
tolerate the sale of their young girls to the Turkish merchants upon con- 
dition that they would cease their attacks against the Russian forts, and 
forbear to cross the Cuban to plunder the Cossack villages, and that they 
should, moreover, supply those forts with provisions, for which a liberal 
price would be paid. Itis but natural to suppose that General Woronzoff 
has been induced to make stipulations of the like nature simply from the 
embarrassed position in which his army in the east of the Caucasus is 
placed. The war has re-commenced in all its fury upon the borders of the 
Terek ; the Russian forces are there insufficient to prevent the incursions 
of the mountaineers, a band of whom, well mounted, lately advanced to 
the environs of the town of Kislar, and caused the greatest terror. The 
Russian position upon the Cuban, and likewise upon the Black Sea, has 
been considerably weakened in consequence of an order haying arrived to 
send all the disposable troops of the left wing towards Tschetschina and 
Daghestan. Unfortunately for the cause of the Circassians, several of 
their most influential chiefs have suffered themselves to be gained over by 
the promises and the gold of General Woronzoff. Pschemaff-Bey, one of 
the four great princes of Circassia, aud who is also descended from one of 
the most illustrious families of that country, and who made vast sums of 
money by the sale of the daughters of the common people, has promised 
General Budberg to use his influence to prevent any hostile attacks 
against the Russian forts so long as their garrisons shall remain behind 
their intrenchments, and not molest the Turkish vessels which come from 
Sinope, Samsun, and Rizeh, to purchase young girls, A dozen slavers 
have already come from Circassia since November; all were well laden, 
and were not in any way molested by the Russians. Every steamer which 
leaves Trebisond for Constantinople takes at least twenty, and frequently 
a greater number, of these unfortunate creatures to be sold in the capital. 
The conduct of the Russian consul here is a certain proof that Russia 
has made this shameful concession. Formerly, when his spies informed 
him of the arrival of a slaver upon the Turkish coast, he hastened to the 
Pasha to have the slave-merchant severely punished. Abdallah Pasha, so 
haughty to all other Europeans, never dared refuse the Russian Consul 
anything. When Messrs. Bell and Langworth returned from Circassia, 
the vessels which brought them were burned by order of the Pasha, at the 
demand, however, of Gersi. At the present time this very man, this same 
Russian Consul, closes his eyes even when the slavers sail direct into the 
port of Trebisond. Upwards of twenty Turkish vessels have within the 
last few weeks gone from this port to Circassia. They, no doubt, wish to 
take advantage of the time that the Russians leave the field open to them, 
A fall in the price of Circassian girls in the Constantinople market must 
speedily follow. For many years past the rich proprietors of harems 
have paid as much as 30,000 piastres for Circassian girls when embonpoing 
according to the taste of the Turks, 


PortuGaAt :—In our last number, we gave an extract from the spench 
of the Queen of Portugal relative to the slave-trade. The Chamber of Peers 
in replying to it, congratulates Her Majesty ‘‘ on the happy result of the 
loyal co-operation of the two nations (England and Portugal) for the 
repression of this infamous traffic—the scandal of religion, opprobrium of 
humanity, and principal cause of the deplorable decay of the population, 
industry, and civilization of our vast and valuable African possessions,”” 
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We learn that a commission composed of several peers has been appointed, 
to report on the abolition of slavery. We shall be happy to learn par- 
ticulars. That the Portuguese Government is now giving its attention 
to the suppression of the slave-trade, we have some reason to believe. 
The Portuguese papers give particulars of an encounter between the 
schooner Concelho and a slaver, in which the latter, by her superior sailing, 
managed to escape with 500 slaves on board. Another schooner, with 
the Nympha, escaped an English cruiser with a cargo of 300. Two 
slavers were destroyed by their own crews to escape capture. In the 
neighbourhood of Angola several seizures have been made by British 
cruisers ; and a slave-vessel (a steamer,) captured in the river Zaire. 
A serious charge is brought against the Governor of Angola, P. A. da 
Cunha for connivance at the slave-.trade, which will no doubt engage the 
attention of the Government. 


Eoyrr.—The Darfour caravan has recently arrived at Siout, the capital 
of Upper Egypt, and brought 1,200 slaves, 1,000 cwt. of elephants’ teeth, 
and a large quantity of ostrich feathers and gum arabic. They were four 
months on their way, and at the last stage between the Great Oasis and 
Siout a great number of slaves and camels were lost from the effects of 
cold, scarcity of water, and by wandering out of the proper tract. The 
duty levied by the Pacha on all slaves arriving in Egypt varies from 
£3, 10s. to £6 each, according to age and quality. 

It is confidently expected that Egypt will derive great benefit from 
Ibrahim Pacha’s visit to Europe, and that he will introduce many improve- 
ments in the country on his return. After inspecting the sugar refinery 
of the Marquis Forbin Jansan, at Marseilles, finding, on inquiry, that the 
per centage of refined sugar obtained there was greater than that obtained 
at his own works at Rhoda, his Highness wrote to order an investigation 
of the cause to be made, and also engaged three Frenchmen to superintend 
the pressing and refinery. Ibrahim Pacha’s sugar manufactory at Rhoda, 
in Upper Egypt, produces annually about 700 tons of sugar which is all 
consumed in the country, and his Highness is now setting up a second 
one at Farchout, near Keneh, which he expects will produce the same 
quantity, A fine species of dark cane from Jamaica has lately been 
introduced into Egypt and thrives remarkably well.— Times, Feb. 9. 


France.—The following abridged statement of proceedings in the 
Chamber of Deputies, is made from the columns of our contemporary 
the Morning Chronicle :-- 

The new convention for the suppression of the right of search has 


' given rise to a long debate in the Chamber of Deputies. After clamour- 


ing for six months for the merit of having forced the Government to put 
an end to the treaties of 1831 and 1833, and after repeated declarations 
on the part of its. organs that the new convention was all that was required 
to vindicate the honour of France, the opposition in the French chambers 
has all of a sudden discovered that by the new convention, France is in a 
worse position than before, and that the treaties of 1831 and 1833 were 
infinitely to be preferred to that of 1845. It is not difficult to explain 
these changes of opinion. The clamour originally raised against the right 
of search came entirely from the party (unhappily a considerable one in 
France) which still supports slavery and the slaye trade, and endeavours 
to defend the practice of this blot upon humanity, The result has, 
however, not answered the expectations of the slavery party. The con- 
vention of 1815, by merely substituting the plan of verifying the flag, for 
that of searching the vessel, has not entirely destroyed the means of de- 
tecting the trade in slaves, though it has impared it. The slaveholders 
and advocates of slavery are disappointed in their expectations, and they 
are now getting up a new crusade against the convention of 1845, on the 
plea that it does not fulfil the wishes of the chamber, which was that the 
national flag of France should be again placed under the exclusive surveil- 
lance of its own officers. M. Billault, who was the first to complain of 
the right of search; M. Dupin, the paid agent and advocate of tha slave- 
holders of Guadaloupe ; M. Levasseur, and M. Vivien, are accordingly 
the foremost in the battle. The desire for place draws others into the 
same course, and we ere sorry to see M. Thiers among the number. M. 
Thiers ought not to forget that it was only last session he himself declared 
that he thought the right of search necessary, and that he had no wish to 
see the treaties of 1831 and 1833 altered. The result of the division was 
not very encouraging to the hopes of the opposition. The amendment of 
M. Billault, which was to the effect “‘ that the wish of the Chamber would 
have been fulfilled, if, while protecting the rights of humanity, the Con- 
vention had more surely placed out of the reach of attack the national 
flag,’’—was rejected by the largest majority that has appeared during the 
present session in favour of the ministry. The number who voted against 
the amendment was 217, and for it 144, leaving a majority of 73. The 
discussion on the Address in the Deputies went on to-day as usual. The 
sixth paragraph, relating to the slave trade treaty, was at length adopted, 


- with the words ‘infamous traffic’ substituted, on the motion of M. de 


Tracy, for those originally introduced, vix., ‘ odious traffic.’ 





[Marcu 2, 1846. 
Miscellanea, 


Tue Siave-TrRape.—The activity of the slave-trade, and the ineffi- 
ciency of our efforts to destroy it by our cruising system, will be apparent 
from the following facts. During the month of November the following 
vessels, captured by British cruisers, were sent to Sierra Leone for 
adjudication: a schooner, name unknown, fully equipped for the slave- 
trade. The Brazilian brig Regenerado: this vessel was condemned in 
court of mixed commission, in April last, under the name of the Atala; 
the Brazilian brig Uniao, fully equipped for slave-trading; the Brazilian 
brig Isabella, with 354 slaves on board ; the Brazilian barque Princessa, 
ceptured in the act of shipping 800 slaves. This is the same barque which 
sailed from Sierra Leone, a few days before, having been sent thither 
from Mozambique without clearance. In the month of December, we 
learn that the Styx, steamer, was at the island of Ascension, having 
captured three slavers, the Regenedavere and Ezpiza, (empty), and the 
Isabel, with 352 slaves on board. Cape of Good Hope papers state that 


a small barque called the Diana, suspected of slave-trading, had been 


brought into Table Bay, From Java we learn that Major Djacka had 
taken a piratical prow. Twenty-one persons were found on board this 
vessel, in a most deplorable condition, who were set at liberty. 

From the columns of La Réforme we learn, that the illegal practice of 
deporting suspected slaves from the French colonies to Puerto Rico, 
where they are sold for the benefit of their owners, is still carried on with 
the connivance of the authorities. A case of this kind took place at Mar- 
tinique recently ; three slaves, one of whom, a female, charged with being 
a poisoner, was sent thither, notwithstanding every attempt to prevent it. 
In the case of the woman, an ineffectual effort was made to purchase her 
freedom, but the authorities obstinately refused. It does not appear that 
either of the slaves deported were tried before any competent tribunal, or 
convicted of any crime. Surely the French government will not allow so 
great an abuse as this to continue. 

The law passed last session for ameliorating the condition of slaves in 
the French colonies is a dead letter. The same journal gives a ‘striking 
illustration of this. That law amongst other things provided that the 
slaves who undertook to feed themselves should have the Saturday of 
every week given to them for that purpose. 1t appears that two gangs of 
slaves beionging to two planters of the names of Deslandes and Mareil, 
of Martinique, instead of working in their gardens hired themselves to a 
M. Delapalun, who employed from 150 to 200 of them, at 2 fr. 50 cts. 
the men, and 2 fr. the women for the day. Now, it happens that M. De- 
lapalun is considered to be a dangerous man, from the fact of his being 
a declared abolitionist, and from his refusing to employ any other than 
free labour in the manufacture of his sugar. He is, moreover, a mulatto. 
The two planters referred to determined that their slaves snould not work 
for him; but they having persisted in doing so, application was made to 
the mayor of the district, M. Delatouche, to grant theim the assistance of 
a body of police, as they were resolved to punish them for disobedience of 
orders. The police were accordingly placed at their disposal, and the 
whole of these negroes, men and women, were cart-whipped to the extent 
of twenty-nine lashes each ! 

We learn from La Réforme, that on several occasions, negroes from 
Dominica, who have gone to Guadaloupe to sell fish, have been seized by 
the authorities, and compelled to work as slaves on the royal domains. 
Lately, the director of the interior, M. Billecocq, gave one of these 
negroes, called Louis Denys, to the treasurer of the island who made 
him work in his cane-fields without wages. Happily for this poor fellow, 
he found a friend in one of the magistrates, M. Robert, who received his 
complant, and who has secured to him his liberty. 
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